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SUBJECT:  The  Common  Curriculum:  Policies  and  Outcomes,  Grades  1-9,  1995 

The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards,  Language, 

Grades  1-9, 1995 

The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards,  Mathematics, 

Grades  1-9, 1995 


We  are  pleased  to  provide  you  with  The  Common  Curriculum:  Policies  and  Outcomes.  Grades  1-9. 
1995  and  the  field-test  versions  of  The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards.  Language. 
Grades  1-9.  1995  and  The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards.  Mathematics,  Grades  1-9, 
1995. 

The  Common  Curriculum:  Policies  and  Outcomes.  Grades  1-9.  1995  replaces-both  the  original 
document  of  February  1993  and  its  plain-language  version  (The  Common  Curriculum.  Grades  1-9: 
Version  for  Parents  and  the  General  Public.  September  1993)'. 

In  the  Fall  of  1993,  the  ministry  invited  interested  educators  and  individuals  to  submit  written 
suggestions  and  comments  on  how  The  Common  Curriculum.  Grades  1-9  (1993)  should  be  revised. 
The  1995  version  of  the  document  reflects  the  recommendations  of  the  Review  Committee,  which 
were  based  on  its  analysis  of  the  submissions  received  during  1993  and  1994. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  the  French-language  version  of  the  Common  Curriculum,  entitled  Le 
programme  d’etudes  commun  —  Politiques  et  resultats  d’apprentissage.  de  la  lre  a  la  9e  annee.  1995. 

and  the  French-language  version  of  the  provincial  standards,  particularly  Le  programme  d’etudes 
commun  —  Normes  provinciales  de  langue.  de  la  lre  a  la  9e  annee.  1995.  have  been  developed  to 
reflect  the  specificity  of  French-language  education  in  Ontario. 

The  Common  Curriculum:  Policies  and  Outcomes.  Grades  1-9.  1995  describes  the  curriculum  for 
the  Province  of  Ontario  for  Grades  1  to  9  and  sets  out  learning  outcomes  which  must  be  achieved  to 
help  students  prepare  for  life,  work,  and  learning  in  a  changing  world.  The  goal  of  the  Common 
Curriculum  is  for  all  students  to  achieve  a  high  standard  of  education: 

►  The  outcomes  and  associated  standards  will  be  the  basis  for  assessing,  evaluating,  and  reporting 
the  success  of  both  students  and  education  programs. 

►  The  ten  essential  outcomes  provide  the  focus  for  school  programs  in  Grades  1  to  9  and  the 
achievement  of  them  is  the  responsibility  of  all  school  staff. 

►  The  specific  outcomes  continue  to  be  organized  into  four  broad  areas  of  study  —  Language; 
Mathematics,  Science,  and  Technology;  Personal  and  Social  Studies:  Self  and  Society;  and  the 
Arts.  These  outcomes  emphasize  the  links  among  specific  outcomes  and  topics.  The  ability  to 
see  these  links  will  enable  students  to  apply  knowledge  and  skills  developed  in  one  field  of  study 
to  other  fields,  and  to  real-life  situations. 

►  All  programs  in  all  grades  must  help  students  achieve  the  learning  outcomes. 

The  ministry  expects  all  schools  to  proceed  with  the  implementation  of  the  Common  Curriculum  in 
Grades  1-9  that  began  in  September  1993.  By  September  1996,  the  programs  for  Grades  1-9  in  all 
schools  will  be  based  on  the  Common  Curriculum  and  associated  provincial  standards. 

Beginning  in  March  1995,  the  ministry  will  be  assuming  a  greater  role  in  co-ordinating  the 
development  of  curriculum  materials.  In  doing  so,  it  will  draw  on  the  wealth  of  teacher  expertise 
•  across  the  province.  This  approach,  consistent  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Learning,  will  ensure  consistent  learning  expectations  across  the  province  and  a  curriculum 
development  process  that  is  more  efficient  and  effective. 
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The  field-test  versions  of  the  Provincial  Standards  in  Language  and  Mathematics  are  the  result  of 
close  collaboration  among  teachers  and  ministry  staff  who  revised  the  documents.  These  revisions 
were  based  on  recommendations  and  responses  received  on  the  December  1993  mathematics 
validation  draft  and  the  March  1994  language  validation  draft.  This  approach  to  curriculum 
development  represents  a  truly  collaborative  process,  one  which  we  intend  to  emulate  in  developing 
standards  for  the  other  program  areas  in  The  Common  Curriculum:  Policies  and  Outcomes. 

Grades  1-9. 

Schools  and  school  boards  will  be  expected  to  work  with  these  versions  of  the  Provincial  Standards 
in  Mathematics  and  Language  as  part  of  their  implementation  of  The  Common  Curriculum:  Policie 
and  Outcomes.  Grades  1-9.  1995.  Teachers  and  boards,  while  working  with  the  standards,  are 
encouraged  to  provide  feedback  on  the  appropriateness  of  the  achievement  levels  and  on  how  the 
standards  are  being  used  for  student  assessment  and  reporting  to  parents.  This  information  will  be 
used  to  revise  the  standards. 

These  documents  and  the  information  in  this  memorandum  will  be  of  support  as  you  implement  yom 
school  programs.  Bulk  copies  of  these  documents  will  be  delivered  to  school  board  offices. 


Jill  Hutcheon 
Assistant  Deputy  Minister 
Policy  Priorities  and  Curriculum 
Development 


$tte  Carrier-1 
Assistant  Deputy  Minister 
Elementary,  Secondary,  and  Postsecondan 
Operations  and  French-Language 
Education 


ccr.  Regional  Directors  of  Education 
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Field  Test 


INVITATION  TO  RESPOND 


The  Ministry  of  Education  and  Training  invites  you  to  respond  to  the  field  test  version  of  the 
Provincial  Standards,  Grades  1-9.  As  you  work  with  the  standards  documents,  you  are 
encouraged  to  submit  your  comments.  Your  responses  will  be  reviewed  as  part  of  the  field 
test  revision  process  which  will  take  place  during  1995-1996. 

Content  of  Responses 

In  your  response,  please  comment  on  specific  areas  of  the  documents  and  refer  to  the 
document  and  page  number.  In  addition,  please  comment  on  how  the  standards  are  being 
used  in  your  school  and  with  your  community. 

Document  Name 


Please  check: 

The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards,  Language,  Grades  1-9,  1995 
The  Common  Curriculum:  Provincial  Standards,  Mathematics,  Grades  1-9,  1995 

Respondent  Information 


□ 

□ 


Please  include  your  name  and,  if  applicable,  your  title,  the  name  of  your  organization,  and  a 
mailing  address,  so  that  we  can  acknowledge  your  response. 


Please  submit  your  response  at  any  time  during  the  field  test  and  by  June  30,  1996.  You 
can  send  it  by  Internet  as  well  as  by  mail  or  fax,  to: 

Provincial  Standards  Project 
Ministry  of  Education  and  Training 
18th  Floor,  Mowat  Block 
900  Bay  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M7A  1L2 

Fax:  (416)  325-2231 

Internet:  joan.stalker@edu.gov.on.ca 

Thank  you  for  your  continued  participation  in  the  curriculum  development  process. 


Please  include  this  form  with  your  response. 


Le  programme  d’etudes  commun 

Normes  provinciates,  de  la  lre  a  la  9e  annee,  1995 


Version  pr£liminaire 


INVITATION  A  REPONDRE 

Le  ministere  de  l’Education  et  de  la  Formation  vous  invite  k  rdpondre  k  la  version 
preliminaire  des  normes  provinciates  applicables  de  la  lre  k  la  9e  ann6e.  Lorsque  vous  aurez 
utilise  ces  normes  dans  le  cadre  de  votre  travail,  veuillez  nous  faire  parvenir  vos 
commentaires.  Nous  en  tiendrons  compte  dans  l’exercice  de  revision  qui  aura  lieu  en  1995- 
1996. 

Contenu  des  reponses 

Vos  commentaires  doivent  porter  sur  des  6tements  precis  des  normes,  nom  du  document  et 
numero  de  page  a  l’appui.  De  plus,  veuillez  indiquer  de  quelle  fa?on  les  normes  sont 
utilisees  dans  votre  ecole  et  votre  collectivite. 

Nom  du  document  :  veuillez  cocher  s’il-vous-plait 

Le  programme  dy etudes  commun  -  Normes  provinciates  de  langue,  de  la  lrt  a  la  9*  annee, 
1995.  n 

Le  programme  d’etudes  commun  -  Normes  provinciates  de  mathematiques,  de  la  lre  a  la  9* 
annee,  1995.  □ 

Renseignements  personnels 

Veuillez  indiquer  votre  nom  et,  s’il  y  a  lieu,  votre  titre  ou  fonction,  le  nom  de  l’organisme 
dont  vous  faites  partie  ainsi  que  votre  adresse  postale,  pour  nous  permettre  d’accuser 
reception  de  votre  reponse. 


Veuillez  nous  transmettre  votre  reponse  a  n’importe  quel  moment  durant  la  r6vision  de  la 
version  preliminaire,  mais  au  plus  tard  le  30  juin  1996.  Vous  pouvez  l’envoyer  par  Internet 
ou  encore  par  la  poste  ou  par  tetecopieur  a  l’adresse  suivante  : 

Projet  des  normes  provinciates 

Ministere  de  l’Education  et  de  la  Formation 

17e  etage,  edifice  Mowat 

900  rue  Bay 

Toronto  ON  M7A  1L2 

Tetecopieur  :  (416)  325-2156 

Internet  :  lili.lan@edu.gov.on.ca 

Nous  vous  remercions  de  votre  collaboration  soutenue. 

Veuillez  joindre  ce  formulaire  a  votre  reponse. 
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This  document  will  be  revised  in  response  to  users’  comments  and  the  suggestions  of 
educators,  parents,  and  interested  members  of  the  community.  By  providing  a  focus  for 
ongoing  discussion  of  relevant  issues  in  education,  the  document  will  ensure  that  policies  and 
practices  keep  pace  with  changing  student  needs  and  societal  requirements,  reflect  our 
expanding  understanding  of  how  students  leam,  and  promote  overall  excellence  in  education. 


Introduction 


Like  other  institutions  in  a  rapidly  changing  world,  schools  must  constantly  strive  to  respond 
to  new  developments  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  their  communities  and  those  of  society  at 
large.  This  document  describes  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  Training’s  curriculum  for  the 
Province  of  Ontario  for  Grades  1  to  9,  which  has  been  designed  to  respond  to  current  and 
anticipated  developments  and  changes  in  our  society  and  the  world  at  large.  It  is  intended  to 
provide  direction  to  all  those  who  have  responsibility  for  curriculum  development, 
implementation,  and  review  in  Ontario  -  teachers,  principals,  consultants,  school  board 
supervisory  officers,  and  trustees.  Ultimately,  its  aim  is  to  enable  individual  schools  to  design 
programs  that  meet  local  needs. 

The  curriculum  in  this  document  supersedes  the  one  described  in  The  Formative  Years,  1975, 
and  the  subject  guidelines  for  Grades  7  to  9,  including  those  developed  under  Ontario 
Schools,  Intermediate  and  Senior  Divisions  (OSIS),  1989.  However,  these  and  other  earlier 
ministry  documents  remain  valuable  as  resources  for  program  planning. 

The  curriculum  described  in  this  document  has  the  following  key  features: 

1.  It  is  defined  in  terms  of  learning  outcomes  rather  than  objectives  or  allotted  time. 

Outcomes  are  the  observable/measurable  knowledge,  skills,  and  values  that  students  are 
expected  to  have  acquired  and  developed  at  certain  key  stages  of  their  schooling.  They 
describe  what  students  should  know,  should  be  able  to  do,  and  should  value  as  a  result  of 
their  learning  experiences. 

The  outcomes  in  this  document  shall  form  the  basis  of  the  programs,  learning  activities, 
and  specific  outcomes  that  school  boards  develop  for  each  grade.* 

2.  It  is  designed  for  all  students;  that  is,  a  school’s  programs  must  accommodate  the 
various  abilities,  needs,  and  interests,  as  well  as  the  differing  racial  and  ethnocultural 
backgrounds,  of  all  the  students  in  the  school.  Each  class  will  include  students  with  a 
wide  variety  of  experiences,  strengths,  and  needs. 

3.  It  is  holistic  in  its  view  of  an  increasingly  complex  and  interdependent  world;  that  is, 
it  places  emphasis  on  connections  and  relationships  -  relationships  among  ideas, 
among  people,  and  among  phenomena.  In  keeping  with  this  view,  subject  matter  and 
outcomes  are  organized  into  broad  program  areas  rather  than  traditional  subject 
disciplines. 


*Roman  Catholic  separate  schools  are  constitutionally  protected  denominational  schools  and  are  responsible  for 
their  own  religious  education  programs  and  outcomes. 
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4.  It  requires  that  programs  at  the  school  board  and  school  levels  be  planned 
collaboratively  by  staff,  students,  and  the  community  to  ensure  that  local  needs  are 
met.  Schools  may  organize  their  programs  and  work  towards  achieving  the  stated 
outcomes  in  a  wide  variety  of  ways  in  order  to  accommodate  the  varying  needs  of  their 
students. 

5.  In  emphasizing  outcomes,  it  provides  a  basis  for  evaluating  student  achievement  and 
program  effectiveness.  Ongoing  assessment  will  provide  the  basis  for  modifying 
programs  and  methods  of  instruction  to  better  meet  the  needs  and  interests  of  individual 
students. 

The  term  common  curriculum  encompasses  ten  essential  cross-curricular  learning  outcomes, 
more  specific  learning  outcomes  organized  under  the  four  interrelated  core  program  areas,  and 
all  the  learning  experiences  designed  by  schools  to  enable  students  to  achieve  these  outcomes 
by  the  end  of  Grade  9.  All  of  the  students’  experiences  in  school  should  contribute  to  the 
achievement  of  the  outcomes  of  the  common  curriculum. 

Education  in  Ontario  is  founded  on  a  commitment  to:  accountability,  excellence,  equity,  and 
partnership. 

A  commitment  to  accountability  means  a  commitment  to  ensuring  that  the  essential 
cross-curricular  outcomes  of  the  common  curriculum  are  met,  and  to  communicating  to 
students,  parents,  and  all  those  with  an  interest  in  education  how  well  our  school  system 
meets  established  standards  of  student  achievement. 

A  commitment  to  excellence  means  a  commitment  to  high  standards  of  achievement  in 
our  schools.  More  specifically,  it  means  ensuring  that  all  students  attain,  to  the  highest 
level  of  which  they  are  capable,  literacy,  numeracy,  and  the  other  knowledge,  skills,  and 
values  they  will  need  for  personal  fulfilment,  lifelong  learning,  effective  functioning  in 
the  world  of  work,  and  full  participation  in  society. 

A  commitment  to  equity  means  a  commitment  to  social  justice.  This  includes  a 
commitment  to  removing  established  barriers  and  biases  in  school  policies,  programs, 
and  practices  so  that  the  intended  learning  outcomes  may  be  achieved  by  students  of  all 
societal  groups,  including  those  that  have  been  traditionally  disadvantaged. 

A  commitment  to  partnership  means  a  commitment  to  rooting  our  schools  more  firmly 
in  the  communities  they  serve  and  recognizing  that  responsibility  for  education  in 
Ontario  is  shared  by  the  ministry,  teachers,  students,  parents,  school  trustees,  and 
business,  labour,  and  community  organizations. 

The  curriculum  outlined  in  this  document  is  based  on  the  recognition  that  societies  are  not 
static  -  that  they  change  and  evolve  in  response  to  events  occurring  at  the  local,  national,  and 
global  levels.  Schools  must  respond  to  these  changes  and  the  consequences  that  they  have  for 
students.  For  example,  when  Canada’s  economy  was  largely  based  on  its  natural  resources, 
agriculture,  and  manufacturing,  education  was  but  one  avenue  to  becoming  a  successful 


2 


INTRODUCTION 


citizen.  However,  as  Canada’s  economy  becomes  more  and  more  dependent  on  service-  and 
technology-based  industries,  education  is  becoming  increasingly  essential  for  success  in  all 
areas  of  endeavour;  in  fact,  it  is  already  difficult  to  play  a  productive  role  in  our  society 
without  it.  It  is  therefore  extremely  important  that  we  give  our  young  people  the  motivation 
and  the  opportunities  to  acquire  the  kind  of  education  that  will  enable  them  to  live  productive 
and  satisfying  lives. 

Our  society  is  currently  undergoing  far-reaching  changes  in  the  structure  of  families,  in  the 
composition  of  the  population,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  economy.  Other  trends,  such  as  the 
information  explosion,  the  impact  of  new  technologies,  changes  in  the  workplace,  the 
increasing  fragility  of  the  environment,  and  concerns  about  changes  in  the  values  and 
institutions  that  have  formerly  been  a  source  of  stability  in  our  society  all  dictate  a  review  of 
traditional  models  and  approaches  in  education.  Responding  successfully  to  these  changes  and 
to  changes  in  the  student  population  -  including  the  influx  of  adults  who  are  returning  to 
continue  their  education  -  requires  new  ways  of  thinking  about  and  organizing  curriculum. 

The  increasing  pace  of  change  of  all  types  means  that  today’s  and  tomorrow’s  citizens  need 
to  be  effective  lifelong  learners,  capable  of  responding  constructively  not  only  to  conditions 
we  can  foresee,  but  also  to  those  we  have  not  yet  imagined.  They  need  the  ability  to  use  both 
traditional  and  innovative  means  of  learning,  including  up-to-date  technologies,  to  achieve 
personal  growth  and  satisfaction,  become  productive  and  adaptable  members  of  the  work 
force,  deal  with  changing  family  structures  and  responsibilities,  and  participate  effectively  in 
the  life  of  the  community  and  of  society  in  general.  Most  fundamentally,  they  need  to  view 
education  as  a  continuing  process  in  their  lives  -  a  means  of  identifying  and  solving  problems 
creatively  and  of  planning  effectively  for  the  future. 

The  purpose  of  this  document  is  to  provide  the  policy  direction  needed  to  design  educational 
programs  that  will  meet  these  needs.  Part  I  outlines  the  educational  principles  that  underlie 
the  ministry’s  approach  to  curriculum.  Part  II  describes  the  ten  essential  cross-curricular 
learning  outcomes  that  all  students  are  expected  to  achieve  by  the  end  of  Grade  9.  Part  III 
describes  the  four  core  program  areas  and  their  general  outcomes,  which  enable  students  to 
achieve  the  essential  cross-curricular  learning  outcomes.  Part  IV  provides  more  specific 
learning  outcomes  to  be  achieved  by  the  end  of  Grades  3,  6,  and  9,  for  each  of  the  four  core 
program  areas. 

Ontario  is  fortunate  to  have  a  dedicated  teaching  force  that  is  actively  involved  in  the  creation 
of  schools  that  can  meet  the  challenges  of  the  twenty-first  century.  This  document  was 
developed  with  the  assistance  of  such  educators  and  describes  practices  that  are  already  in 
place  in  some  school-board  jurisdictions.  It  provides  school  boards  and  schools  with  the 
guidelines  they  need  to  plan  programs  that  are  more  relevant  and  more  responsive  to  current 
as  well  as  anticipated  conditions  and  needs.  Curricular  change  should  be  seen  as  an  ongoing 
process  through  which  educators  continually  review  their  practices  and  modify  them  to  better 
meet  the  needs  of  their  students,  communities,  and  society. 
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PART  I 


Principles  Underlying  Education 
for  Grades  1  to  9 


The  view  of  curriculum  described  in  this  document  is  based  on  the  following  principles  of 
education  found  in  current  research  and  literature  on  learning,  teaching,  curriculum 
organization,  and  assessment  and  evaluation.  Many  of  these  principles  are  already  familiar  to 
Ontario  teachers  and  are  being  applied  in  some  form  in  the  teaching  practices  of  the 
province’s  schools. 


Principles  Underlying  Learning 

1.  Learning  involves  values  as  well  as  knowledge  and  skills. 

Values  are  qualities  that  people,  as  individuals  and  groups,  consider  important  as 
principles  of  conduct  and  as  major  aims  of  existence.  Personal  values  influence  attitudes, 
decisions,  and  behaviour,  and  affect  interpersonal  relationships.  Societal  values  shape 
individual  values  and  behaviour  and  are  in  turn  shaped  by  them.  Societal  values  influence 
laws,  social  norms,  and  institutions. 

Children  and  youth  develop  their  values  and  attitudes  through  socialization,  by 
recognizing  and  internalizing  the  implicit  and  explicit  messages  they  receive  from  their 
environment.  Parents,  siblings,  peers,  the  media,  and  the  school  have  a  powerful  influence 
on  children’s  perceptions  and  behaviour  and  the  beliefs  they  develop  about  others  and 
themselves. 

While  schools  do  not  have  the  predominant  role  in  the  development  of  values  in  children 
and  youth,  they  do  have  a  clear  responsibility  to  address  the  values  implicit  in  all 
curriculum.  Schools  cannot  be  value-neutral.  The  values  that  form  the  foundation  of  the 
curriculum  described  in  this  document  are  those  that  the  majority  of  Canadians  hold  and 
regard  as  essential  to  the  well-being  of  their  society.  These  values  transcend  cultures  and 
faiths,  reinforce  democratic  rights  and  responsibilities,  and  are  based  on  a  fundamental 
belief  in  the  worth  of  all  persons  and  a  recognition  of  the  interdependence  of  all  human 
beings  and  the  environment. 

All  students  need  to  develop  a  positive  sense  of  self  and  respect  and  concern  for  others.  It 
is  also  important  for  students  to  develop  a  sense  of  belonging  in  the  community,  a  sense 
of  social  responsibility,  a  commitment  to  democracy  and  human  rights,  and  a  love  of 
learning.  An  education  based  on  democratic  principles  ensures  not  only  that  students  are 
exposed  to  different  points  of  view  on  issues,  but  also  that  they  learn  to  recognize  biases 
and  explore  different  philosophical  positions  as  part  of  the  process  by  which  they  develop 
and  reflect  on  their  personal  value  systems. 
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2.  Learning  involves  active  inquiry  into  interrelated  topics  and  issues. 

Effective  learning  involves  actively  constructing  the  meaning  of  one’s  world.  The  events, 
problems,  and  situations  one  encounters  in  daily  life  are  not  experienced  as  discrete 
phenomena;  rather,  they  are  experienced  holistically.  Similarly,  curriculum  that  responds 
to  the  requirements  of  daily  life  should  be  presented  in  a  way  that  emphasizes 
relationships  among  ideas,  people,  and  phenomena  and  that  recognizes  the  importance  of 
integrating  knowledge,  skills,  and  values. 

The  process  of  actively  constructing  meaning  occurs  most  effectively  when  learners  are 
encouraged,  individually  and  in  groups,  to  explore  phenomena  in  their  natural  and  social 
environments;  to  formulate  questions  for  inquiry;  to  seek  answers  through  observation, 
experiment,  creative  art,  research,  and  consultation  with  those  more  knowledgeable  than 
themselves;  to  present,  explain,  and  justify  their  conclusions;  and  to  evaluate  both  the 
process  and  the  outcomes  of  their  inquiries  through  discussion  with  their  peers  and 
teachers.  Similarly,  the  development  of  understanding,  knowledge,  skills,  and  values  in  the 
core  program  area  of  Mathematics,  Science,  and  Technology  is  best  achieved  through 
relevant  problem-solving  activities.  In  all  core  areas,  an  inquiry-oriented  program  can  give 
learners  opportunities  to  observe,  investigate,  and  analyse  concepts  and  problems,  and  to 
create  and  assess  solutions. 

3.  Learning  involves  effort  and  self-discipline. 

Although  learning  often  takes  place  in  interaction  with  others  -  and  is  greatly  facilitated 
and  enhanced  by  such  interaction  -  each  individual  learner  is  ultimately  responsible  for 
his  or  her  own  learning.  Teachers  therefore  need  to  motivate  students  to  set  high 
expectations  for  themselves  and  must  constantly  encourage  them  to  achieve  their  best  in 
an  attempt  to  help  them  take  greater  control  of  their  own  learning.  Whatever  their 
particular  abilities,  students  must  understand  that  there  is  a  direct  connection  between 
disciplined  effort  and  achievement,  both  in  the  school  and  in  the  world  of  work.  In 
stressing  the  importance  of  work  and  self-discipline  in  all  areas  of  the  curriculum, 
teachers  should  help  students  realize  that  sustained  effort  will  not  only  achieve  academic 
goals  but  bring  increased  satisfaction,  self-esteem,  and  enjoyment  of  future  tasks. 

4.  Learning  is  cumulative  and  builds  on  existing  knowledge,  skills,  and  values. 

Learning  and  developing  understanding  is  a  cumulative  process  and  occurs  over  time 
through  a  variety  of  experiences  in  different  environments.  To  be  meaningful,  school 
programs  must  respond  to  the  diverse  experiences  that  students  bring  to  school. 
Approaching  learning  in  this  way  enables  the  teacher  to  provide  appropriate  guidance  for 
each  individual  student.  Students  learn  most  efficiently  when  they  are  presented,  in  an 
emotionally  supportive  setting,  with  tasks  that  challenge  them  to  move  just  beyond  their 
current  levels  of  skill  and  understanding. 

Students  must  be  encouraged,  at  appropriate  moments  in  their  learning  experience,  to 
reflect  on  the  process  of  learning  so  that  they  may  understand  how  they  learn  and  assume 
responsibility  for  learning. 
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5.  Individuals  differ  from  one  another  in  their  styles  and  rates  of  learning. 

Individual  students  learn  in  different  ways  and  at  different  rates.  They  differ,  therefore,  in 
the  paths  that  their  development  follows.  Teachers  should  continually  monitor  and  assess 
students’  progress  so  that  they  can  make  the  necessary  adjustments  in  their  teaching 
methods  to  respond  more  closely  to  individual  students’  learning  needs.  All  students 
should  be  given  the  time  and  resources  they  need  to  reach  their  potential. 


Principles  Underlying  Teaching 

1.  A  variety  of  teaching  methods  are  needed  to  respond  adequately  to  the  wide  range  of 
student  backgrounds,  needs,  and  abilities  represented  in  the  classroom. 

Teachers  need  to  use  a  variety  of  instructional  methods  to  enable  students  of  a  wide  range 
of  backgrounds,  abilities,  interests,  and  learning  styles  to  learn  effectively.  Of  particular 
importance  are  teaching  methods  and  learning  activities  that  encourage  supportive 
relationships  among  students.  Such  methods  acknowledge  and  promote  respect  for 
individual  students’  backgrounds,  strengths,  and  unique  contributions.  Students  of  all 
backgrounds  will  benefit  from  opportunities  to  work  in  groups  in  an  atmosphere  of  co¬ 
operation  and  mutual  respect.  Such  opportunities  will  not  only  foster  learning  and  the 
development  of  effective  interpersonal  skills,  but  will  also  lead  students  to  understand  and 
value  the  contributions  of  people  from  a  wide  variety  of  backgrounds. 

Class,  small-group,  and  individual  learning  activities  continue  to  have  an  important  place 
in  the  repertoire  of  teaching  practices. 

2.  Teaching  methods  should  emphasize  active  inquiry  and  the  making  of  connections 
between  ideas. 

Students  leam  most  effectively  when  they  are  encouraged  to  adopt  an  inquiring  attitude 
and  are  helped  to  formulate  their  own  questions  and  to  seek  answers  to  them  by 
appropriate  means.  Students  also  need  encouragement  and  assistance  in  establishing  and 
defining  relationships  between  the  ideas  they  encounter  in  different  areas  of  their  program, 
and  between  ideas  and  their  own  experiences  and  values,  particularly  those  relating  to  the 
family,  peers,  the  community,  the  environment,  and  society.  All  teaching  should  reflect  a 
holistic  view  of  life  and  experience  in  a  world  of  complex  and  interrelated  phenomena. 
Teachers  should  be  ready  to  make  relevant  connections  between  ideas  and  experiences  in 
response  to  students’  needs. 

3.  Integrated  teaching  methods  are  best  developed  through  collaborative  exploration  by 
all  members  of  the  school  community  -  principals,  teachers,  other  school  staff, 
students,  parents,  and  all  those  in  the  community  who  have  an  interest  in  education. 

The  most  successful  teaching  methods  will  emerge  from  a  collaborative  process  in  which 
teachers  are  given  the  freedom  to  investigate,  test,  and  assess  various  methods  and  to 
draw  upon  each  other’s  resources  and  those  of  the  community.  The  search  for  creative 
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ways  of  implementing  a  holistic  view  of  curriculum  and  learning  should  involve  all 
members  of  the  school  community.  Decisions  about  how  and  when  to  use  specific 
teaching  methods  should  be  based  on  the  methods’  usefulness  in  helping  students  to 
achieve  specific  outcomes  of  the  common  curriculum. 


Principles  Underlying  Curriculum 

1.  All  of  the  students’  school-related  experiences  make  important  contributions  to 
learning. 

In  general,  the  curriculum  comprises  all  of  the  students’  school-related  experiences.  It 
includes  program  content  and  all  the  activities  and  experiences  derived  from  it;  learning 
resources;  teaching  strategies;  procedures  relating  to  discipline  and  evaluation;  and  the 
interactions  of  staff,  students,  and  others  in  the  course  of  school  activities. 

Curriculum  also  includes  experiences  that  derive  from  social  interaction  in  the  classroom, 
the  school,  and  the  community  at  large.  Peer  relationships  and  informal  interactions  with 
school  staff  and  community  members  have  an  important  bearing  on  students’  attitudes  and 
values.  Such  interactions  occur  in  a  variety  of  settings,  including  the  classroom,  halls, 
lunchroom,  playground,  and  school  bus,  and  during  co-curricular  activities. 

Principals  and  school  staff  need  to  continually  review  school  policies  and  practices  to 
ensure  that  all  aspects  of  the  school  environment,  operation,  and  programs,  including 
learning  resources,  are  free  of  bias  and  enhance  the  ability  of  every  student  to  achieve  the 
essential  learning  outcomes  of  the  common  curriculum. 

2.  Preparation  of  students  for  the  modern  world  requires  integrated  programming. 

Because  issues  in  the  modern  world  are  interrelated  in  complex  ways,  students  need  to 
develop  a  broad  understanding  of  ideas  and  phenomena  and  their  interrelationships,  as 
well  as  knowledge  and  skills  that  they  can  apply  in  a  wide  variety  of  subject  areas  and 
contexts.  The  shift  in  curriculum  emphasis  to  more  integrated  programming  and  active, 
inquiry-oriented  learning  is  intended  to  assist  schools  in  providing  every  student  with 
opportunities  to  develop  the  independent  problem-solving  abilities  and  the  knowledge, 
skills,  and  values  required  for  effective  living  in  a  rapidly  changing  world. 

The  core  program  areas  identified  in  this  document  reflect  an  integrated  view  of  subject 
matter  and  student  development.  Curriculum  for  the  core  areas  should  reflect  both  the 
distinctive  character  of  each  area  and  the  interrelatedness  of  the  four  areas. 

3.  Curriculum  must  be  adaptable  to  ensure  that  it  is  relevant  and  responsive  to 
changing  needs  and  circumstances. 

If  curriculum  is  to  provide  the  opportunities  for  students  to  develop  the  knowledge,  skills, 
and  values  they  will  require  for  effective  living  in  the  twenty-first  century,  it  needs  to  be 
adaptable  and  responsive  to  students’  changing  needs  and  circumstances.  All  those 
responsible  for  program  planning  must  ensure  that  programs  are  relevant  for  the  students 
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for  whom  they  are  designed  and  that  they  reflect  current  and  anticipated  requirements. 
Only  programs  that  are  designed  to  be  adaptable  can  continue  to  be  relevant  in  an  age  of 
rapid  change. 

Inherent  in  this  notion  of  curriculum  is  a  view  of  learning  as  an  active,  inquiry-oriented 
process  in  which  the  learner  develops  knowledge,  skills,  and  understanding  by  defining 
and  solving  problems  creatively.  Teachers,  students,  parents,  and  the  community  need  to 
work  together  to  ensure  that  this  view  of  learning  is  effectively  promoted  and  reinforced 
through  all  of  the  students’  learning  experiences  since  it  underlies  the  goal  of  lifelong 
learning. 

4.  The  curriculum  shall  be  free  of  bias  and  shall  reflect  the  diverse  groups  that 
compose  our  society. 

Students’  self-image,  as  well  as  their  perceptions  of  others  and  attitudes  towards  them,  is 
affected  both  by  what  is  taught  and  by  how  it  is  taught.  All  students  are  entitled  to  have 
their  personal  experiences  and  their  racial  and  ethnocultural  heritage  valued  within  the 
context  of  a  society  that  upholds  the  rights  of  each  person  and  requires  each  person  to 
respect  the  rights  of  others.  All  students  must,  therefore,  see  themselves  reflected  in  a 
curriculum  that  acknowledges  both  the  diversity  and  common  aspirations  of  the  various 
peoples  that  make  up  our  pluralistic  society. 

What  is  taught  in  schools  must  represent  an  authentic  picture  of  reality.  The  curriculum 
must  reflect  the  variety  of  peoples  and  cultures  in  Ontario  and  Canadian  society  and 
accurately  reflect  the  contributions  and  accomplishments  of  men  and  women  of  all  races, 
cultures,  religions,  ages,  abilities,  and  backgrounds. 

5.  Individuals’  strengths,  needs,  and  backgrounds  need  to  be  recognized  through 
appropriate  learning  activities. 

Individual  students  have  unique  backgrounds,  strengths,  and  needs.  Effective  teaching  and 
learning  methods  and  relevant  resources  enable  every  student  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  common  curriculum  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  ability.  At  the  same  time,  students  need  a 
range  of  learning  activities  through  which  they  can  develop  their  personal  strengths  and 
pursue  their  interests.  Such  activities  will  allow  students  to  develop,  as  well  as  explore  in 
greater  depth,  those  aspects  of  the  common  curriculum  that  have  particular  relevance  for 
them. 


Principles  Underlying  Assessment  and  Evaluation 

1.  Assessment  of  student  learning  is  an  integral  component  of  Ontario  curriculum  and 
effective  classroom  practice. 

Assessment  must  be  based  on  clear  statements  of  expected  outcomes.  To  be  effective, 
assessment  and  evaluation  must  be  a  continuous  and  ongoing  process  involving  the 
individual  student  and  his  or  her  peers,  teachers,  and  parents. 
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Teachers  will  use  the  results  of  the  evaluation  of  student  achievement  to  assess  the 
effectiveness  of  programs  and  their  classroom  practices,  and  to  make  modifications  in 
these  practices  that  will  enable  all  students  to  achieve  the  intended  outcomes.  The  results 
of  the  evaluation  of  student  achievement  will  also  form  the  basis  of  reports  concerning 
student  progress. 

2.  Teachers  need  to  employ  a  wide  variety  of  assessment  methods  that  are  consistent 
with  the  instructional  approaches  used  and  appropriate  for  describing  student 
achievement. 

Teachers  need  to  use  both  quantitative  and  qualitative  methods  of  assessment  in  order  to 
reflect  the  breadth,  depth,  and  complexity  of  the  learning  outcomes  of  the  common 
curriculum.  These  methods  should  encompass  all  aspects  of  student  learning  and  should 
be  appropriate  for  the  ages  and  levels  of  maturity  of  the  students.  The  use  of  a  variety  of 
methods  and  procedures  has  the  added  benefit  of  giving  students  a  range  of  opportunities 
for  demonstrating  their  progress. 

3.  The  evaluation  and  reporting  of  student  achievement  is  the  task  of  the  teacher,  who 
must  consider  the  special  requirements  of  individual  students  and  work  in 
consultation  with  them  and  their  parents. 

Evaluating  the  effectiveness  of  students’  learning  and  choosing  assessment  tools  that  are 
appropriate  to  what  is  being  evaluated  require  the  application  of  professional  judgement. 
At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  recognized  that  all  assessment  and  evaluation  activities  have 
a  subjective  dimension.  For  this  reason,  it  is  particularly  important  that  teachers  tailor 
their  assessment  methods  to  the  particular  requirements  and  circumstances  of  individual 
students.  This  means  taking  into  account  their  cultural,  linguistic,  and  socio-economic 
backgrounds,  as  well  as  their  special  needs  and  abilities.  The  use  of  a  variety  of 
appropriate  assessment  activities  on  an  ongoing  basis  will  ensure  that  all  these 
requirements  are  accommodated,  and  that  a  comprehensive  record  of  student  progress  and 
achievement  is  maintained. 

It  is  important  that  teachers  solicit  and  consider  the  views  of  students  and  parents  when 
making  decisions  about  students’  requirements. 

4.  The  evaluation  of  school  programs  should  effect  improvement  and  should  be  based 
on  school  board  and  provincial  standards. 

Teachers  and  principals  will  determine  the  overall  effectiveness  of  programs  by  evaluating 
students’  results  with  reference  to  the  performance  of  all  the  students  in  the  program 
within  the  school,  in  other  schools  of  the  board,  and  in  relation  to  the  standards 
established  in  the  provincial  benchmarks.  This  process  will  ensure  that  achievement  of 
standards  is  monitored  and  reported  as  objectively  as  possible.  The  information  obtained 
will  be  used  to  improve  programs  and  will  have  the  effect  of  enhancing  student 
achievement  by  promoting  high  standards  in  all  areas  of  learning  and  teaching. 

Provincial  review  procedures  will  provide  information  on  student  achievement  which  can 
be  assessed  in  relation  to  provincial  benchmark  standards  in  some  areas  of  the  curriculum. 
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PART  II 


Ten  Essential  Cross-curricular 
Learning  Outcomes 


The  common  curriculum  provides  a  basis  that  allows  schools,  in  co-operation  with  parents 
and  other  members  of  the  community,  to  enable  all  students  to  develop  the  knowledge,  skills, 
and  values  they  will  need  for  a  life  of  personal  fulfilment,  responsible  citizenship,  and  full 
participation  in  society.  It  is  expected  that  school  programs  at  all  grade  levels  and  the 
activities  that  flow  from  them  will  enable  all  students  to  achieve  the  ten  essential  learning 
outcomes  outlined  below,  to  a  degree  commensurate  with  their  individual  ability  and  stage  of 
development.  These  outcomes  are  cross-curricular  in  nature  and  must  therefore  be  considered 
the  responsibility  of  all  teachers.  For  example,  the  goal  of  enabling  students  to  use  language 
to  think,  learn,  and  communicate  effectively  is  to  be  actively  pursued  at  all  grade  levels  and 
in  all  program  areas. 

While  it  is  recognized  that  these  cross-curricular  outcomes  will  continue  to  be  developed  and 
refined  throughout  life,  students  should  achieve  them,  by  the  end  of  Grade  9,  to  a  level  that 
will  enable  them  to: 

•  function  effectively  in  everyday  life;  and 

•  pursue  appropriate  further  studies  of  their  choice. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  ten  cross-curricular  outcomes  are  not  listed  in  order  of  importance; 
all  are  considered  essential  for  effective  learning,  living,  and  working  in  the  twenty-first 
century. 

By  the  end  of  Grade  9,  students  will: 

•  be  able  to  use  language  to  think,  learn,  and  communicate  effectively  in  a  variety  of 
contexts  and  curriculum  areas; 

Students  will  demonstrate  proficiency  in  using  language,  both  spoken  and  written,  for  a 
variety  of  purposes,  as  well  as  an  understanding  of  the  functions  and  forms  of  language. 

•  be  able  to  employ  mathematical  knowledge  and  skills  to  solve  practical  problems; 

Students  will  have  developed  an  understanding  of  mathematical  principles  and  their 
application,  and  the  skills  and  values  required  to  apply  this  understanding  in  a  variety  of 
contexts  in  everyday  life. 

•  be  able  to  use  scientific  methods  to  solve  problems,  and  apply  scientific  perspectives  to 
better  understand  their  world  and  make  responsible  decisions; 

Students  will  have  developed  an  understanding  of  scientific  principles  and  methods  and  their 
application,  and  the  skills  and  values  required  to  apply  this  understanding  in  a  variety  of 
contexts  in  everyday  life. 
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•  be  able  to  evaluate  and  use  a  wide  variety  of  technologies  to  improve  their 
performance  in  school-  and  work-related  areas  and  generally  enhance  the  quality  of 
life; 

Students  will  have  developed  an  understanding  of  the  uses  of  various  technologies,  and  the 
skills  and  values  required  to  make  effective  use  of  these  technologies  in  the  workplace  as 
well  as  in  appropriate  contexts  in  everyday  life. 

•  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  how  history,  geography,  and  cultural  forces  have 
shaped  the  past  and  the  present,  and  be  able  to  apply  this  understanding  in  planning 
for  the  future; 

Students  will  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  history  and  geography  and  developed  the  skills 
and  values  required  to  apply  this  knowledge  to  the  analysis  of  events,  developments,  and 
future  trends  in  Canada  and  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the  understanding  of  diverse  cultural 
and  socio-economic  perspectives. 

•  demonstrate  a  commitment  to  peace,  social  justice,  and  the  protection  of  the 
environment,  and  apply  a  global  perspective  in  both  their  attitudes  and  behaviour; 

Students  will  have  developed  an  understanding  of  global  and  environmental  concerns  and 
their  implications,  both  for  individuals  and  various  groups  and  societies  throughout  the 
world,  and  will  demonstrate  a  commitment  to  social  justice  and  the  preservation  of  the 
environment. 

•  be  able  to  interact  and  work  effectively  with  others,  demonstrate  respect  for  human 
rights,  and  be  motivated  to  fulfil  the  responsibilities  of  citizens  in  a  democratic  society; 
Students  will  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  and  support  for  the  democratic  principles  that 
underlie  our  society  and  be  motivated  to  live  and  work  co-operatively  with  others  and 
participate  responsibly  in  society. 

•  value  work  and  learning  of  all  types  not  only  for  their  practical  benefits  but  also  for 
the  sense  of  purpose  and  satisfaction  that  they  can  bring,  and  be  able  to  develop 
relevant,  well-prepared  plans  for  entering  the  work  force  or  continuing  their 
education; 

Students  will  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  both  the  material  and  psychological  benefits 
of  work  and  learning  and  an  appreciation  of  their  importance  for  individuals  and  society  as 
a  whole. 

•  be  able  to  exercise  aesthetic  judgement  in  relevant  contexts  and  to  apply  aesthetic 
standards  to  many  facets  of  life  and  work; 

Students  will  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  aesthetic  principles  and  their  application  in 
the  arts  as  well  as  other  areas  of  life,  and  the  ability  to  apply  this  understanding  to  enhance 
both  personal  expression  and  perception. 

•  be  motivated  to  build  healthy  lifestyles  and  relationships. 

Students  will  demonstrate  an  understanding  of  the  role  of  personal  health  in  our  lives,  the 
ability  to  make  wise  and  safe  choices  for  healthy  living,  and  a  commitment  to  relationships 
based  on  mutual  respect  and  caring. 
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The  development  of  these  interrelated  understandings,  skills,  and  values  is  the  responsibility 
of  every  member  of  the  school  staff  and  is  the  overriding  purpose  of  the  entire  school 
program  to  the  end  of  Grade  9.  While  it  is  acknowledged  that  some  students  will  demonstrate 
learning  difficulties  that  may  delay  the  achievement  of  these  outcomes  or  significantly  affect 
the  level  at  which  they  are  achieved,  the  stated  outcomes  and  the  high  standards  they 
represent  remain  valid  and  realizable  goals  for  the  vast  majority  of  Ontario  students. 
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PART  III 


Four  Core  Program  Areas 


The  curriculum  includes  four  core  program  areas.  They  are: 

-  Language 

-  the  Arts 

-  Self  and  Society 

-  Mathematics,  Science,  and  Technology 

Each  of  the  core  program  areas  contributes  to  the  achievement  of  the  ten  essential  cross¬ 
curricular  learning  outcomes  in  its  own  distinct  ways  and  through  its  own  set  of  learning 
outcomes.  These  outcomes  are  statements  of  observable/measurable  knowledge,  skills,  and 
values  that  learners  are  to  acquire  and  develop  by  the  end  of  Grade  9. 

To  demonstrate  the  connections  between  ideas,  people,  and  phenomena,  those  developing 
curriculum  should  focus  on  broad  program  areas  rather  than  narrowly  defined  subjects  and 
disciplines.  For  this  purpose,  several  traditional  disciplines  or  subjects  have  been  integrated 
within  each  core  program  area  as  well  as  developed  across  these  areas.  Although  the 
organizational  structure  described  in  this  document  is  recommended,  schools  may  choose 
other  ways  of  organizing  programs  to  assist  the  learner  in  understanding  that  knowledge, 
skills,  and  values  are  interrelated  and  to  enable  all  students  to  reach  the  stated  outcomes. 

School  programs  must  enable  students  to  connect  their  learning  to  their  own  experience.  The 
curriculum  must,  therefore,  show  sensitivity  to  the  racial,  linguistic,  and  ethnocultural 
composition  of  the  student  population  and  reflect  community  needs.  The  development  of 
programs  that  both  meet  these  needs  and  achieve  the  core  program  outcomes  identified  in  this 
document  is  the  responsibility  of  teachers  and  other  staff  within  schools  and  school  boards. 
The  emphasis  on  local  planning  is  intended  to  ensure  that  the  curriculum  is  as  responsive  to 
local  needs  and  conditions  as  possible  and  that  it  is  developed  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
community  which  it  serves. 

In  some  instances,  support  services  will  have  to  be  provided  and  time  requirements  adjusted 
to  assist  those  students  who  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  achieving  the  stated  outcomes  to  the 
best  of  their  ability. 

Descriptions  of  the  four  program  areas  and  their  interrelated  components  are  followed  by 
general  learning  outcomes  for  each  component. 
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Language 


The  goal  of  all  language  teaching  in  Ontario  schools  is  to  help  students  to  develop  a  high 
degree  of  facility  in  using  language  for  a  variety  of  purposes.  Well-developed  language  skills 
enable  students  to  communicate  in  both  social  and  academic  contexts  and  are  essential  for  the 
lifelong  learning  required  to  live  and  work  in  a  changing  world.  Language  learning  should 
also  enable  students  to  develop  both  a  positive  sense  of  personal  and  cultural  identity  and  an 
appreciation  of  languages  and  cultures  other  than  their  own. 

Language  and  Learning 

Language  is  central  to  intellectual,  emotional,  and  social  development.  We  use  language  to 
think,  acquire  knowledge,  shape  and  assess  our  values,  and  communicate.  Language  is  also  a 
fundamental  component  of  personal  and  cultural  identity. 

Language  develops  as  we  use  it  purposefully  in  different  contexts.  In  considering  the  process 
of  language  development,  it  is  useful  to  identify  two  basic  aspects  of  language  proficiency. 
The  first  relates  to  the  basic  communication  skills;  these  are  the  skills  we  develop  in  order  to 
meet  our  personal  and  social  needs  in  daily  life.  When  the  topic  and  language  of 
communication  are  familiar  and  the  context  clearly  defined,  little  analysis  is  needed  to  grasp 
the  meaning;  these  basic  communication  skills  are  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  understand  what 
is  being  communicated  and  to  communicate  our  response. 

The  development  of  communicative  competence  in  a  variety  of  contexts  and  styles  and  for  a 
range  of  purposes  is  a  central  concern  since  it  serves  as  a  foundation  for  the  second  aspect  of 
language  proficiency.  This  aspect  relates  to  the  use  of  language  for  learning  and  thinking. 
Students  need  to  be  able  to  use  language  for  these  purposes  in  order  to  develop  creative  and 
critical  thinking  skills  and  to  leam  in  the  various  content  areas  -  that  is,  to  function 
effectively  in  academic  contexts.  More  specifically,  learners  need  this  type  of  proficiency  to 
grasp  concepts  and  express  ideas  in  formal  writing  as  well  as  in  more  structured  oral  forms 
such  as  debates,  speeches,  and  presentations.  As  learners  progress,  they  engage  in  learning 
processes  and  tasks  that  demand  increasingly  more  complex  analysis.  The  language  functions 
and  forms  students  use  must  continually  develop  and  expand  to  reflect  this  increasing 
complexity. 

Among  the  creative  and  critical  thinking  and  linguistic  skills  that  students  develop  is  the 
ability  to  talk,  write,  and  think  about  language  itself.  Reflecting  on  language  and  its  uses  in 
different  social  contexts  further  enhances  students’  language  awareness  and  enables  them  to 
value  varieties  of  their  own  language  as  well  as  a  variety  of  different  languages  as  vehicles  of 
communication  and  cultural  expression.  This  positive  awareness  of  the  communicative  and 
cultural  value  of  language  encourages  students  to  develop  and  extend  their  repertoire  of 
language  functions  and  forms  and  thereby  enhance  their  ability  to  leam  a  language,  learn 
through  language,  and  leam  about  language. 
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Students  develop  the  ability  to  use  language  for  learning  and  thinking  through  the  process  of 
obtaining  information,  interpreting  it,  and  communicating  this  interpretation  to  others.  In  order 
to  see  the  information  they  gather  as  meaningful,  students  need  not  only  to  connect  it  to  their 
own  experience  and  feelings  but  also  to  talk  and  write  about  it  using  the  language  they 
control.  To  assist  students  to  do  so,  the  texts  and  learning  materials  they  encounter  should 
reflect  society’s  diversity  in  a  bias-free  manner,  and  learning  experiences  should  take  place  in 
a  setting  in  which  the  students’  own  language  and  cultural  experience  are  valued. 

Students  also  need  frequent  opportunities  to  articulate  what  they  have  learned  from  their 
reading  of  a  text  and  to  share  it  with  others  in  order  to  clarify,  assess,  and  extend  their 
interpretations  as  well  as  refine  their  aesthetic  appreciation  of  the  text.  The  exchange  of  ideas 
and  views  will  lead  students  to  analyse  the  issues  raised  and  to  express  their  responses  to 
these  issues  or  to  the  aesthetic  aspects  of  a  text  through  a  variety  of  activities.  They  may,  for 
instance,  decide  to  articulate  their  position  on  an  issue  in  a  letter  to  a  newspaper  or  to  express 
their  aesthetic  appreciation  in  a  poem  or  dramatization.  Such  purposeful  writing  for  an 
audience  helps  students  to  clarify  their  ideas,  strengthen  their  command  of  language  styles 
and  conventions,  and  expand  their  repertoire  of  stylistic/rhetorical  strategies. 

Language  is  intrinsically  cross-curricular,  and  opportunities  to  develop  language  facility  must 
be  provided  in  every  component  of  the  curriculum.  When  new  materials  and  concepts  are 
introduced,  students  should  be  helped  to  develop  ways  of  thinking  that  are  appropriate  to  the 
curriculum  area.  Students  need  to  learn  how  to  listen  with  a  purpose,  to  talk  about  a  subject 
in  a  meaningful  way,  to  develop  reading  strategies  that  allow  them  to  make  effective  use  of  a 
wide  variety  of  print  and  non-print  materials,  and  to  develop  writing  strategies  and  skills  that 
advance  their  learning  and  meet  the  specific  language  and  conceptual  requirements  of 
particular  curriculum  areas.  In  developing  and  learning  to  apply  these  strategies,  students 
come  to  realize  that  the  various  curriculum  areas  and  types  of  texts  make  different  language 
demands  and  so  require  different  competencies. 

Literature  and  the  Curriculum 

The  literary  text  continues  to  play  an  important  role  in  education,  alongside  a  variety  of  other 
“texts”  that  contribute  to  the  development  of  literacy  and  critical  thinking  skills  in  our  multi- 
media  culture.  The  purposes  for  granting  literature  an  important  place  in  the  curriculum 
include  the  following: 

•  Literature  allows  students  to  experience  emotions  and  situations  vicariously,  in  a  context  in 
which  they  are  free  of  the  restrictions  of  the  real  world  and  the  demands  of  their  everyday 
life.  Such  vicarious  experiences  allow  students  to  contemplate  and  assess  a  range  of 
emotions,  motives,  and  actions  and  to  probe  their  moral  and  ethical  dimensions  in  a  “safe” 
and  unrestricted  context.  Thus  literature  has  the  capacity  not  only  to  foster  students’ 
creativity  and  intellectual  growth,  but  also  to  contribute  significantly  to  their  moral 
development. 

•  Literature  has  a  vital  role  in  the  development  of  language  and  literacy.  Poetry,  drama,  and 
the  many  varieties  of  prose  offer  students  a  rich  range  of  language  models  and  at  the  same 
time  demonstrate  both  the  power  of  language  and  the  infinite  possibilities  it  offers  for 
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communicating  ideas  and  experiences  with  eloquence  and  conviction.  Literature  is  also  a 
rich  source  of  vocabulary,  idioms,  and  ideas  for  students’  own  writing. 

•  Because  literature  has  both  the  capacity  to  inform  and  the  power  to  enlighten  and  persuade, 
it  can  make  a  unique  contribution  to  the  development  of  students’  cultural  awareness  and 
understanding.  Literature  can  not  only  acquaint  students  with  the  traditions,  attitudes,  and 
concerns  of  diverse  cultural  groups,  but  can  actually  make  them  experience  situations  and 
contemplate  issues  from  their  vantage  points.  Literature  can  thus  give  students  a  powerful 
insight  into  perspectives  other  than  their  own. 

Similarly,  literature  can  lead  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  experience  of  prejudice. 
Students  who  have  experienced  the  effects  of  gender,  class,  or  race  bias  directly  or 
vicariously  through  literature  are  likely  to  adopt  attitudes  and  forms  of  behaviour  that 
promote  respect  for  the  rights  of  others  and  acceptance  of  differences. 

First-  and  Second-Language  Programs 

Effective  language  programs  build  on  the  social,  cultural,  and  linguistic  experience  that 
students  have  when  they  enter  school.  Young  people  in  Ontario  have  a  variety  of  first 
languages.  It  is  important  for  both  parents  and  educators  to  understand  the  relationship 
between  the  learner’s  first  language  and  the  development  of  school-based  literacy;  the 
student’s  linguistic  competence  in  the  first  language  is  the  foundation  on  which  literacy  in  the 
language  of  instruction  and  other  languages  can  be  built. 

Students  whose  first  language  is  different  from  the  school’s  language  of  instruction  need 
opportunities  to  become  as  proficient  in  listening  and  speaking,  reading,  and  writing  the 
language  of  instruction  as  those  whose  first  language  is  English  or  French.  Research  indicates 
that  students  need  around  two  years’  exposure  to  English  to  develop  conversational  skills. 
However,  they  need  a  much  longer  period  of  exposure  -  between  five  and  seven  years  -  to 
develop  the  language  proficiency  required  to  work  with  complex  ideas  and  abstract  concepts 
in  another  language  and  to  function  academically  like  native  speakers  of  the  language. 
Meaningful  and  relevant  language-learning  experiences  and  support  programs  are  needed  to 
assist  them  while  they  are  developing  communicative  competence  and  the  language 
proficiency  needed  for  learning  in  the  various  content  areas. 

Learning  languages  other  than  their  first  language  can  be  of  significant  educational  benefit  to 
students.  Research  in  the  field  of  language  learning  has  confirmed  that  learning  another 
language  or  several  languages  has  positive  effects  for  learners  when  they  are  allowed  to 
maintain  their  first  language.  Improvements  have  been  noted  in  such  language  skills  as 
reading  and  writing,  as  well  as  in  the  capacity  for  conceptual  thinking,  appreciation  of  the 
importance  of  clarity  of  expression,  and  the  ability  to  leam  additional  new  languages.  The 
benefits  to  society  include  better  cross-cultural  understanding  and  the  development  of  a 
linguistic  resource  that  can  facilitate  Ontario’s  and  Canada’s  participation  in  the  global 
economy. 
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Rationale  for  Language  Learning  Outcomes 

The  development  of  literacy  is  a  central  aim  in  education.  To  function  effectively  in  today’s 
and  tomorrow’s  society,  students  must  be  literate  not  only  in  the  traditional  sense  -  that  is,  be 
able  to  read,  write,  speak,  and  listen  effectively  in  at  least  one  language  -  but  also  in  the 
wider  sense  that  includes  literacy  in  the  various  technological  media  used  for  communication. 
Since  these  forms  of  communication  are  fast  becoming  the  major  means  of  accessing, 
assimilating,  and  communicating  information  in  our  world,  the  processes  of  reading,  writing, 
speaking,  and  listening  must  be  expanded  beyond  their  traditional  boundaries  to  include  such 
print  materials  as  graphics,  pictures,  and  symbolic  representations  as  well  as  the  non-print 
multi-media  “text”  of  television  and  film.  References  to  “text”  in  this  document,  therefore, 
encompass  both  print  and  non-print  materials,  and  references  to  reading,  writing,  speaking, 
and  listening  extend  beyond  their  traditional  contexts  -  for  example,  reading  includes  viewing, 
writing  includes  various  forms  of  representing,  speaking  includes  dramatizing,  and  listening 
includes  responding. 

These  four  language  learning  processes  are  interrelated  and  interactive:  listening,  speaking, 
reading,  and  writing  inform,  support,  and  reinforce  each  other.  It  is  through  ongoing 
engagement  in  these  interactive  language  processes  that  learners  develop  language  fluency. 

For  the  purposes  of  analysing  these  processes  and  formulating  outcomes,  they  are  briefly 
examined  here  individually. 


Listening  and  Speaking 

Although  listening  and  speaking  can  be  viewed  as  discrete  processes,  in  communication  they 
operate  together  as  one  process.  This  process  is  commonly  referred  to  as  “talk”. 

Speaking  and  listening  develop  from  birth  as  interactive  social  processes  -  that  is,  as  talk. 
Children  learn  to  talk  and  talk  to  learn.  As  they  acquire  language  and  experience  in  various 
forms  of  communication,  they  use  talk,  accompanied  by  non-verbal  communication,  to 
imagine,  to  think  creatively  and  critically,  and  eventually  to  reflect  on  language  itself. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  talk  in  learning  and  in  the  development  of  literacy,  students 
must  develop  competence  in  interactive  speaking  and  listening.  They  must  also  develop 
specific  language  skills  related  to  effective  thinking,  learning,  and  communicating  during  their 
school  years  and  throughout  life  -  for  example,  the  skills  needed  for  critical  listening, 
analytical  thinking,  and  communicating  in  the  more  formal  oral  modes  such  as  speeches  and 
presentations. 


Reading 

Reading  is  essentially  a  problem-solving  process.  The  reader  interprets  or  constructs  meaning 
from  a  text  by  applying  language  knowledge  and  meaning-making  strategies,  as  well  as 
personal  experience,  to  it.  When  learners  read  often  and  read  a  variety  of  texts,  they  develop 
the  ability  to  read  increasingly  complex  and  varied  materials  and  to  do  so  with  deeper 
understanding  and  appreciation. 
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Writing 

Writing  is  a  complex  process  that  involves  the  processes  of  thinking  and  composing,  the 
consideration  of  audience  and  purpose,  the  use  of  standard  written  forms,  and  the  use  of 
conventions  of  language.  Although  the  process  of  writing  is  recursive  rather  than  linear,  it  has 
general  identifiable  stages:  prewriting;  drafting;  and  revising,  editing,  and  polishing.  The  ways 
in  which  individuals  work  in  and  with  these  stages  will,  of  course,  vary.  Students  must  have 
frequent  opportunities  to  write  for  various  purposes  and  audiences  to  develop  proficiency  in 
the  skills  related  to  the  writing  process  as  a  whole  as  well  as  the  skills  related  to  the  specific 
stages  within  the  process  itself. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  use  language  for  a  variety  of  purposes  and  in  a  variety  of  contexts; 

-  be  able  to  use  language  to  think  and  learn  in  a  variety  of  curriculum  areas; 

-  be  able  to  use  language  to  make  sense  of  their  own  experiences  and  to  share  experiences 

with  others; 

-  be  able  to  use  the  conventions  of  language  appropriately  for  the  purpose,  audience,  and 
context; 

-  be  able  to  use  language  to  develop  collaborative  and  independent  thinking  and  learning 
strategies; 

-  be  able  to  create  practical  and  imaginative  works  in  a  variety  of  media,  both  as 
individuals  and  as  members  of  a  group. 


The  Arts 

The  arts  develop  the  mind,  nurture  and  reflect  our  spiritual  aspirations,  and  thus  enrich  our 
experiences  and  enhance  our  capacity  for  self-fulfilment.  From  a  broader  perspective,  the  arts 
provide  continuity  with  our  past  by  stressing  the  universality  of  human  experience  and  offer 
an  inspiring  record  of  human  achievement  that  transcends  barriers  of  race  and  culture.  In  a 
world  of  rapid  and  widespread  change,  these  traditional  functions  of  the  arts  take  on  new 
significance  and  provide  the  context  for  making  education  in  and  through  the  arts  meaningful 
for  students. 

Dance,  drama,  music,  and  the  visual  arts  are  expressions  of  the  ideas,  values,  and  concerns  of 
individuals  and  societies.  It  is  therefore  important  for  learners  to  become  literate  in  the  arts  - 
to  develop  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  creative  process  and  of  the  principles  and 
techniques  that  serve  the  creative  purpose  in  individual  disciplines.  In  learning  to  understand 
the  arts  as  a  means  of  expression  and  communication  and  in  creating  their  own  art  works, 
students  expand  their  repertoire  of  communicative  strategies.  The  skills  and  aesthetic 
judgement  that  students  develop  through  their  study  of  the  arts  can  be  applied  in  many  other 
areas  of  endeavour  and  will  enrich  their  perception  and  enjoyment  of  many  of  the  experiences 
they  will  encounter  in  daily  life. 
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Various  approaches  to  the  study  of  the  arts  are  possible.  The  four  broad  topics  identified  in 
the  following  outline  focus  on  the  form,  meaning,  and  function  of  the  arts  and  on  the  creative 
process  through  which  works  of  art  are  produced.  Although  they  are  discussed  here 
separately,  these  aspects  are  interrelated;  in  most  cases,  students  will  encounter  and  learn 
about  all  four  aspects  simultaneously. 

Understanding  Form  in  the  Arts 

In  investigating  the  form  of  artistic  works  in  dance,  drama,  music,  and  the  visual  arts, 
students  learn  to  identify  the  elements  of  a  work  of  art  and  the  way  in  which  these  elements 
are  arranged  to  make  a  meaningful  whole.  For  example,  in  the  visual  arts,  elements  such  as 
line,  colour,  and  texture  may  be  combined  into  patterns  organized  according  to  various 
compositional  principles.  In  dance,  movement  is  shaped  by  rhythm  and  pattern.  In  music, 
sounds  and  rhythms  are  combined  into  different  patterns  through  variations  in  tempo,  pitch, 
and  dynamics.  In  drama,  human  motivation  and  character  are  revealed  through  speech  and 
action  in  sequences  of  events  whose  structure  and  patterns  resemble  those  found  in  the  other 
arts  and  in  literature. 

Students  come  to  understand  the  concept  of  form  in  general  as  they  leam  to  analyse  the 
artistic  form  of  particular  works  in  each  of  the  arts.  The  arts  are  closely  interrelated  and  share 
many  formal  characteristics,  such  as  pattern,  texture,  rhythm,  and  overall  structure.  An 
understanding  of  form  in  one  artistic  discipline,  therefore,  is  often  useful  in  understanding 
form  in  another. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  recognize  and  describe  the  form  and  aesthetic  qualities  of  art  works  from  each 
of  the  arts,  as  well  as  the  aesthetic  qualities  of  objects  and  materials  in  the  natural  and 
human-made  worlds; 

-  be  able  to  discuss  the  use  of  elements,  techniques,  and  concepts  in  each  of  the  arts,  using 
appropriate  terminology. 

Exploring  Meaning  in  the  Arts 

Along  with  a  knowledge  of  art  forms  in  general  and  the  ability  to  perceive  the  form  and 
aesthetic  qualities  of  particular  works  of  art,  students  also  need  to  learn  to  identify  and 
describe  the  effect  of  a  work,  to  interpret  its  meaning,  and  then  to  evaluate  the  significance  or 
validity  of  the  ideas  expressed  and  the  effectiveness  with  which  they  are  communicated. 

Students  leam  to  consider  their  own  responses  to  a  work  and  the  elements  in  the  work  that 
evoked  those  responses.  They  also  consider  and  try  to  account  for  the  opinions  and 
interpretations  of  others  (including,  perhaps,  those  of  the  artist)  and  through  this  process 
clarify,  expand,  and  deepen  their  own  understanding  of  the  work. 
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General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  describe  their  sensory,  emotional,  and  intellectual  responses  to  works  in  each  of 
the  arts  and  offer  an  interpretation  of  the  meaning  of  the  works; 

-  be  able  to  consider  a  variety  of  other  responses  to  and  interpretations  of  the  works,  as  part 
of  the  process  of  reflecting  on  and  refining  their  own  opinions; 

-  be  able  to  recognize  and  promote  excellence  and  originality  in  performance  and 
presentation; 

-  be  able  to  explore  and  express  ideas  and  feelings  through  the  arts,  and  appreciate  the 
ideas  and  feelings  expressed  in  art  works  by  others. 

Understanding  the  Function  of  the  Arts 

Works  of  art  have  a  function  for  both  the  artist  and  the  audience.  Through  a  particular  art 
work  or  body  of  art  works,  the  artist  expresses  ideas  and  feelings  about  human  experience  and 
the  world.  For  the  artist,  then,  the  work  of  art  is  a  means  of  expression  and  communication. 

Works  of  art  appeal  simultaneously  to  the  senses,  the  emotions,  and  the  intellect,  and  thus 
evoke  a  complex  response  from  their  audience.  They  enrich  people’s  experience  by 
heightening  sensory  awareness  and  by  prompting  them  to  clarify  and  restructure  personal 
perceptions.  Works  of  art  also  provide  insight  into  the  different  places,  times,  and  cultures 
that  produce  them;  they  both  illuminate  and  are  illuminated  by  their  political,  social,  cultural, 
and  economic  context.  In  studying  works  from  different  cultures,  the  focus  should  be  not  only 
on  the  range  and  variety  of  artistic  themes  and  forms,  but  also  on  the  connections  and  shared 
elements  that  demonstrate  the  universality  of  much  of  human  experience.  Students  can  thus 
begin  to  understand  the  important  role  of  the  arts  in  fostering  continuity,  communication,  and 
connection  among  individuals  and  groups. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  derive  personal  enjoyment  and  intellectual  and  emotional  enrichment  from 
participation  in  the  arts; 

-  be  able  to  relate  experiences  in  the  arts  to  their  personal  perceptions  and  circumstances  in 
order  to  deepen  their  insight  into  their  own  thoughts  and  lives; 

-  have  a  deeper  understanding  of  other  people,  places,  times,  and  cultures; 

-  recognize  ways  in  which  works  of  art  are  influenced  by  and  illuminate  the  political, 
economic,  cultural,  and  social  milieu  and  the  environmental  conditions  of  the  time  when 
they  were  created; 

-  understand  the  connections  among  individuals  and  groups  and  appreciate  the  universality 
of  human  experience  through  study  of  the  arts. 
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Communicating  Through  the  Arts 

Students’  ability  to  understand,  interpret,  and  appreciate  works  of  art  should  be  complemented 
by  knowledge  of  the  creative  process  through  which  a  work  of  art  is  produced.  Students’ 
developing  ability  to  analyse  and  understand  works  of  art  will  support  and  nourish  their 
ongoing  efforts  to  create  their  own  works  of  art.  At  the  same  time,  as  students  become 
familiar  with  the  tools,  materials,  processes,  and  techniques  required  to  create  their  own 
works,  they  will  develop  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  achievements  of  artists  whose  works 
they  are  studying.  The  academic  and  practical  aspects  of  the  program  thus  logically 
complement  and  reinforce  one  another. 

General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  use  a  variety  of  tools,  materials,  processes,  and  techniques  in  each  of  the  arts  to 
create  works  of  their  own  that  show  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  aesthetic 
principles; 

-  understand  and  be  able  to  use  appropriately  symbols,  signs,  graphics,  and  other  technical 
means  of  expression  in  each  of  the  arts; 

-  be  able  to  explain  the  relationship  between  the  structural  and  aesthetic  qualities  and  the 
intended  meaning  of  their  own  art  works; 

-  be  able  to  set  personal  goals  for  their  learning  and/or  production  in  the  arts,  and  monitor 
and  evaluate  their  progress. 


Self  and  Society 

The  starting  point  in  the  Self  and  Society  program  area  is  the  student  as  an  individual,  with 
particular  abilities  and  interests.  From  this  point  the  focus  broadens  to  encompass  society  at 
the  local,  national,  and  global  levels  and  the  individual’s  relationship  to  it.  The  Self  and 
Society  program  area  integrates  several  traditional  areas  of  study,  including  business  studies, 
family  studies,  geography,  guidance,  history,  and  physical  and  health  education.  It  should  be 
noted,  however,  that  aspects  of  these  traditional  subjects  are  also  developed  in  other  core 
program  areas  and  that  outcomes  related  to  these  traditional  subjects  may  therefore  also  be 
found  under  other  core  program  areas. 

Students  begin  by  examining  their  own  aspirations,  abilities,  and  needs.  Important  themes 
include  the  physical,  emotional,  and  mental  changes  students  experience  at  different  stages  of 
their  development,  their  relationships  with  family  and  peers,  and  the  need  to  take 
responsibility  for  their  personal  well-being  and  that  of  others.  A  central  goal  of  the  program 
area  is  to  enhance  students’  understanding  of  the  aims  and  functions  of  their  society  and  of 
their  possible  roles  in  it,  now  and  in  the  future.  This  in-depth  exploration  of  the  fundamental 
aspects  of  society  includes  an  investigation  of  the  interactions  of  government,  labour,  and 
business. 
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As  the  focus  expands  to  an  examination  of  other  societies,  students  learn  about  the  diversity 
of  humankind  and  come  to  understand,  appreciate,  and  respect  their  own  and  others’  points  of 
view  and  ways  of  living.  They  investigate  various  types  of  social,  political,  economic,  and 
environmental  systems  as  a  way  of  developing  coherent  insights  into  the  world’s  complexities 
and  interdependencies.  They  explore  the  nature  and  special  requirements  of  our  information 
society.  They  also  examine  the  causes  and  impact,  for  individuals  and  societies,  of  the  many 
changes  taking  place  throughout  the  world  and  develop  the  skills  and  attitudes  that  will  enable 
them  to  function  effectively  in  this  complex  and  changing  world.  These  include  the  ability  to 
adapt  to  change,  the  willingness  to  continue  learning  throughout  one’s  life,  effective 
interpersonal  skills,  creative  problem-solving  skills,  and  adaptable  entrepreneurial  and 
technological  skills. 

The  students’  expanding  knowledge  of  self,  growing  understanding  of  others  and  the  world, 
and  acquisition  of  life  and  career  skills  complement  one  another  and  help  them  to  identify  and 
evaluate  their  current  and  potential  contributions  to  society. 

The  Self  and  Society  program  area  encompasses  five  broad  topics:  Meaningful  Participation: 
The  Individual  in  Society;  Understanding  Diversity;  Understanding  Natural  and  Human-Made 
Systems;  Functioning  in  the  Age  of  Information;  and  Understanding  and  Managing  Change. 

Meaningful  Participation:  The  Individual  in  Society 

Students’  present  and  future  participation  in  society  develops  out  of  their  expanding 
knowledge  of  themselves  as  private  individuals  and  as  individuals  with  a  role  to  play  in  the 
family,  the  community,  the  nation,  and  the  world.  Students’  increasing  awareness  of  their  own 
strengths  and  aspirations  enables  them  to  set  goals  and  determine  their  needs  for  further 
learning.  Students  should  be  encouraged  to  value  all  types  of  work  and  the  kinds  of  learning 
associated  with  them.  In  order  to  formulate  realistic  goals  and  work  out  practical  plans  for 
achieving  them,  students  need  to  understand  that  aspects  of  their  identity  (physical, 
intellectual,  emotional,  spiritual,  social,  cultural)  may  affect  their  chances  of  achieving  certain 
aims.  Students  also  need  up-to-date  information  on  the  educational  and  career  opportunities 
related  to  their  goals,  and  on  the  legislation,  programs,  and  organizations  that  exist  to  protect 
and  support  people  in  the  workplace. 

In  order  to  take  responsibility  for  their  personal  well-being,  students  need  to  learn  about 
factors  that  contribute  to  a  healthy,  active  lifestyle  and  positive  relationships.  To  develop 
concern  for  others  and  a  commitment  to  the  welfare  of  society  as  a  whole,  students  need  to 
leam,  through  concrete  examples,  that  individuals  can  make  meaningful  contributions  at  the 
local,  national,  and  global  levels,  and  they  need  to  explore  the  means  available  for  translating 
ideas  into  action.  In  addition,  they  need  to  encounter  positive  role  models  with  whom  they 
can  identify. 

Students  need  learning  activities  that  allow  them  to  visualize  and  assess  a  variety  of 
possibilities  for  their  own  future  and  that  of  society.  They  should  also  have  opportunities  - 
and  the  kind  of  supportive  learning  environment  -  that  encourage  them  to  accept  challenges 
and  take  risks,  and  so  learn  from  both  successful  and  unsuccessful  experiences. 
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General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  be  able  to  visualize  and  evaluate  possible  futures  for  themselves  and  their  world; 

-  be  able  to  use  knowledge  of  their  strengths,  interests,  and  aspirations  to  set  goals  and 
undertake  educational  and  career  planning; 

-  understand  how  aspects  of  their  personal  identity  may  affect  their  opportunities  for 
realizing  their  personal  and  career  goals; 

-  know  what  means  are  available  for  achieving  their  goals; 

-  understand  how  career/occupational  choices  affect  all  aspects  of  a  person’s  life; 

-  recognize  the  ways  in  which  global  and  environmental  issues  and  factors  may  affect  their 
career  and  lifestyle  opportunities; 

-  be  able  to  use  relevant  information  to  make  responsible  personal  choices  about  health, 
lifestyle,  and  relationships,  and  value  participation  in  group  and  individual  physical 
activities; 

-  know  about  and  be  able  to  use  a  variety  of  learning  and  decision-making  strategies; 

-  be  willing  and  able  to  resolve  conflicts  in  a  co-operative  and  non-violent  manner; 

-  be  willing  and  able  to  contribute  to  social  change  through  peaceful,  democratic  action. 

Understanding  Diversity 

An  important  aim  of  education  is  to  provide  students  with  the  knowledge,  skills,  and  values 
they  will  need  to  help  create  and  preserve  a  just  society.  A  positive  sense  of  self  and  concern 
for  others  are  the  natural  starting  points  for  the  development  of  such  values.  From  this  basis 
they  will  learn  to  find  common  ground  and  work  co-operatively  with  people  from  many 
different  walks  of  life.  The  study  of  their  own  history,  culture,  and  linguistic  background  and 
of  the  backgrounds  of  others  in  the  community,  province,  and  country  helps  students  to 
develop  an  understanding  of  their  roots,  pride  in  their  cultural  heritage  and  identity,  and 
awareness  of  the  contributions  that  men  and  women  from  diverse  ethnocultural  and  racial 
groups  have  made  to  the  development  of  Canada  and  the  world.  The  study  of  history  and 
geography  and  the  interrelationships  between  them  also  helps  students  begin  to  understand, 
among  other  things,  political  and  social  conflicts  and  movements,  as  well  as  the  ways  in 
which  people’s  needs  and  aspirations  have  been,  and  often  still  are,  shaped  by  such  variables 
as  gender,  disability,  race,  location,  and  socio-economic,  cultural,  and  religious  background. 

Students  also  need  to  understand  the  principle  underlying  respect  for  diversity:  the  right  of 
individuals  and  groups  to  pursue  their  aspirations  within  the  framework  of  a  democratic 
society,  while  respecting  the  laws  of  society  and  seeking  to  make  a  positive  contribution  to  it. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  know  about  and  value  the  contributions  of  people  from  a  wide  variety  of  cultures,  races, 
religions,  socio-economic  backgrounds,  and  abilities,  in  the  school,  the  community, 
Canada,  and  the  world; 

-  understand  and  appreciate  the  similarities  and  differences  among  various  peoples; 
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-  appreciate  both  their  own  uniqueness  and  worth  and  those  of  every  individual,  including 
elders  and  people  with  special  needs; 

-  understand  and  appreciate  the  experiences  of  people  who  have  successfully  faced  various 
challenges; 

-  understand  the  influence  of  cultural  and  family  traditions  on  the  choices  and  decisions 
made  by  individuals  and  groups; 

-  know  about  the  history  of  Canada  and  understand  the  perspectives  of  the  different  groups 
who  played  a  part  in  that  history; 

-  understand  how  differing  climatic  conditions,  geographic  features,  and  natural  resources  in 
various  parts  of  Canada  affect  the  choices  that  people,  businesses,  and  industries  make 
with  respect  to  settlement  and  location; 

-  understand  and  acknowledge  the  rights  of  individuals  and  groups  and  be  willing  to  carry 
out  their  responsibilities  as  citizens  in  the  home,  school,  community,  and  workplace,  and 
to  work  to  bring  about  a  more  just  society. 

Understanding  Natural  and  Human-made  Systems 

Humans  have  traditionally  sought  to  understand  the  world  by  grouping  and  describing 
interrelated  things  in  an  organized  way.  Such  groupings  of  interrelated  things  are  known  as 
systems.  The  world  itself  may  be  seen  as  a  large  system  composed  of  many  smaller,  complex, 
interrelated  systems.  Some  of  these  systems  have  developed  naturally;  others  are  of  human 
design. 

By  investigating  various  types  of  systems,  and  the  relationships  among  them,  students  begin 
to  see  the  many  complex  and  interdependent  aspects  of  our  world  in  a  coherent  way.  They 
leam  about  a  broad  range  of  natural  and  human-made  systems,  operating  locally  and  globally. 
These  include,  among  others,  climatic,  environmental,  social,  economic,  political,  cultural,  and 
technological  systems.  In  investigating  such  systems,  students  should  have  opportunities  to 
consider  implications  for  individuals  and  groups,  including  themselves  and  their  roles  and 
responsibilities  in  society  in  the  present  and  the  future. 

General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  understand  and  appreciate  the  relationship  between  Canada’s  land  and  its  peoples  -  in  the 
past,  the  present,  and  a  variety  of  possible  futures; 

-  understand  the  interdependence  of  people  within  a  society  and  among  societies  within  the 
global  community; 

-  recognize  power  relationships  in  groups,  society,  and  the  international  community  and 
assess  their  causes  and  impact; 

-  understand  the  nature  of  Canada’s  relationships  in  the  global  community; 

-  understand  the  structures  and  functions  of  institutions  and  governments  in  their 
community  and  in  Canadian  society; 

-  understand  and  appreciate  the  role  of  business,  industry,  and  labour  in  their  locality  and  in 
Canada; 
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-  understand  and  appreciate  the  ways  in  which  culture  may  influence  the  ideas  and 
behaviour  of  individuals  and  groups; 

-  understand  the  influence  of  technological  developments  on  education,  work,  and  leisure. 

Functioning  in  the  Age  of  Information 

New  technologies  for  gathering,  storing,  processing,  and  transmitting  information  have 
contributed  to  the  “information  explosion”.  Vast  amounts  of  material  are  now  available  on 
any  topic.  Because  the  ability  to  use  information  resources  effectively  and  responsibly  is 
essential  for  successful  participation  in  today’s  and  tomorrow’s  world,  students  need  to 
develop  a  variety  of  technological  and  thinking  skills  that  will  enable  them  to  acquire, 
evaluate,  select,  and  use  information  in  an  effective  and  ethical  way. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  understand  that  the  ability  to  gather,  evaluate,  and  use  information  is  an  important  life 
skill  in  a  technological  society; 

-  be  able  to  access,  organize,  process,  and  evaluate  information  from  a  variety  of  sources  in 
an  effective  manner; 

-  understand  ethical  and  legal  issues  related  to  the  use  of  information  and  develop 
responsible  and  ethical  practices  with  respect  to  information  management; 

-  understand  the  role  and  recognize  the  importance  of  technology  in  managing  information; 

-  be  able  to  use  technology  appropriately  to  access,  manage,  analyse,  and  disseminate 
information. 

Understanding  and  Managing  Change 

Society  has  always  changed  and  evolved,  but  change  is  now  much  more  rapid,  pervasive,  and 
far-reaching  in  its  consequences  than  ever  before.  We  are  experiencing  significant 
transformations  in  all  areas  of  life  -  social,  economic,  political,  technological,  and 
environmental. 

In  order  to  learn  to  deal  effectively  with  the  many  changes  occurring  in  the  contemporary 
world,  students  first  need  to  understand  their  causes  and  their  impact  on  individuals,  families, 
business  and  industry,  and  society  as  a  whole.  They  need  to  become  aware  of  the  importance 
of  flexibility  and  adaptability,  as  well  as  the  need  to  acquire  effective  strategies  for  living 
with  change.  Such  strategies  include  continued  learning,  planning  for  change,  and  constructive 
efforts  to  shape  events  through  active  participation  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  understand  the  causes  of  changes  in  various  areas  of  life  and  their  impact  on  themselves, 
their  families,  their  communities,  and  society; 


FOUR  CORE  AREAS:  SELF/SOCIETY 


25 


-  understand  the  ways  in  which  change  affects  individuals  and  institutions  in  business, 
labour,  and  government; 

-  understand  the  relationship  between  human  activity  and  environmental  changes; 

-  understand  the  ways  in  which  societies  change  in  response  to  local  and  global  events; 

-  recognize  and  be  able  to  use  effective  strategies  to  manage  change  and  embrace  it  with 
confidence. 


Mathematics,  Science,  and  Technology 

Mathematics,  science,  and  technology  enable  us  to  think  about,  understand,  and  influence  the 
natural  and  the  human-made  worlds,  and  are  natural  partners  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge. 

Work  in  the  future  will  increasingly  involve  the  learning  and  acquisition  of  new  information, 
knowledge,  and  skills,  and  this  will  be  particularly  true  for  professions  and  jobs  in  which 
mathematics,  science,  and  technology  play  an  important  part.  One  of  the  purposes  of  the  new 
curriculum  is  to  provide  students  with  the  foundations  necessary  for  making  informed 
decisions  about  future  educational  and  career  goals  as  well  as  wise  decisions  about  their 
personal  life.  An  awareness  of  the  work/career  opportunities  in  mathematics,  science,  and 
technology,  areas  in  which  women  have  not  traditionally  been  encouraged  to  participate,  will 
allow  all  students  -  regardless  of  gender  -  to  examine  and  clarify  their  interests  and  to  map 
out  educational  plans  that  will  enable  them  to  acquire  and  develop  the  knowledge,  skills,  and 
values  they  will  require  to  pursue  specific  career  goals.  Students  should  also  become  familiar 
with  the  changes  that  new  technologies  have  brought  about  in  the  workplace,  both  through 
their  school  programs  and  opportunities  available  in  the  community. 

Mathematics  is  a  language  used  in  many  disciplines.  The  program  should  help  students  to 
understand  the  connections  among  disciplines  and  to  recognize  and  appreciate  the  role  of 
mathematics  in  scientific,  technological,  and  social  inquiry.  For  example,  the  importance  of 
statistics  in  social  planning,  of  geometrical  principles  in  map  making,  or  of  measurement  in 
construction  illustrates  both  how  useful  and  how  essential  mathematical  knowledge  is  in  many 
areas  of  daily  life  and  human  endeavour.  Through  the  application  of  mathematical  principles 
and  operations  in  problem-solving  situations  and  other  learning  activities,  students  acquire 
knowledge  and  skills  in  areas  in  which  they  must  have  competence  to  function  effectively  in 
a  technology-oriented  society.  These  areas  include:  inquiry  and  problem  solving;  number 
sense  and  numeration;  spatial  sense  and  geometry;  measurement,  patterning,  and  algebra;  and 
data  management  and  probability.  Computational  skills  include  pencil/paper  techniques, 
mental/estimation  skills,  the  use  of  measuring  instruments,  calculators,  and  computers,  and  the 
selection  of  appropriate  techniques  for  given  situations.  Essential  communication  skills 
include  the  ability  to  use  mathematical  language,  models,  and  symbols  correctly  and 
appropriately,  and  to  display,  communicate,  and  interpret  numerical  and  algebraic  information 
in  text,  tables,  graphs,  and  symbols. 
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Science  is  both  a  body  of  knowledge  and  theory  about  natural  phenomena  and  a  set  of 
principles  and/or  methods  for  investigating  and  explaining  the  natural  world.  These  theories 
and  methods  are  many  and  varied  and  are  open  to  continual  re-evaluation  and  revision.  Thus, 
while  the  program  should  stress  the  importance  of  science  in  our  society,  it  should  also  make 
students  aware  that  the  explanations  it  offers  are  not  necessarily  complete  or  final. 

Scientific  inquiry  has  ethical  and  aesthetic  dimensions,  since  it  brings  into  play  not  only  the 
intellect  but  also  the  senses  and  values  of  individuals  as  they  seek  to  understand  causes, 
effects,  and  relationships.  A  scientific  perspective  can  instil  a  sense  of  wonder  and  respect  for 
life  and  the  environment. 

The  science  curriculum  covers  several  areas  of  scientific  study,  including  life  science,  earth 
and  space  science,  and  physical  science.  It  provides  all  students  with  information  about  the 
natural  world  that  they  can  use  in  everyday  life,  and  it  prepares  them  to  participate  effectively 
in  a  society  in  which  science  and  its  applications  play  an  important  part.  Students  must  be 
able  to  use  scientific  language,  models,  symbols,  methods,  and  apparatus  in  investigating 
natural  phenomena.  They  should  also  consider  a  number  of  ethical  issues  related  to  scientific 
exploration  and  the  use  of  scientific  findings  in  order  to  recognize  that  scientific  knowledge  is 
not  morally  neutral  but  has  implications  for  the  welfare  of  society. 

The  study  of  technology  focuses  on  the  design  and  function  of  physical  products,  human 
processes,  and  environmental  systems  that  help  us  to  adapt  to  the  natural  environment. 
Technological  activity  involves  the  application  of  mathematical  and  scientific  knowledge  and 
skills  to  everyday  problems  and  situations.  Young  children  learn  about  technology  by 
exploring  in  play.  Later,  students  learn  how  to  conduct  inquiries,  design,  produce,  and 
evaluate  products  and  systems,  and  use  tools  and  processes  to  meet  real  and  imaginary 
adaptational  challenges. 

In  our  increasingly  technology-oriented  society,  technological  competence  is  more  and  more 
important  both  in  the  workplace  and  in  everyday  life.  All  students  need  to  understand  a  wide 
range  of  technologies  in  order  to  be  able  to  make  wise  choices  and  use  these  technologies 
appropriately  in  a  variety  of  contexts  to  enhance  both  their  own  life  and  work  and  those  of 
others.  The  pace  of  technological  change  makes  it  important  for  students  to  develop  the  skills 
and  flexibility  needed  to  adapt  confidently  to  new  technologies.  Moreover,  the 
interdependence  of  society  and  the  environment  makes  it  essential  for  students  to  become 
conscious  of  and  concerned  about  the  impact  of  technology  on  both  society  and  the 
environment. 

The  Mathematics,  Science,  and  Technology  program  area  comprises  four  broad  topics: 
Understanding  Models,  Theories,  and  Perspectives;  Understanding  Systems,  Structures,  and 
Their  Functions;  Investigating  Interrelationships  and  Change;  and  Inquiring,  Reasoning,  and 
Reporting. 

Understanding  Models,  Theories,  and  Perspectives 

It  is  important  for  students  to  know  about  and  understand  the  significance  of  diverse  theories, 
models,  opinions,  and  attitudes  related  to  mathematics,  science,  and  technology,  and  to  relate 
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these  diverse  views  to  their  social  and  cultural  contexts.  Learning  experiences  that  help 
students  to  understand  different  perspectives  will  be  useful  to  them  in  a  world  characterized 
by  rapid  change  and  diversity,  in  which  people’s  views  about  social,  environmental,  and  other 
issues  often  differ  widely. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  know  how  to  investigate,  build,  explain,  and  evaluate  models  and  theories  representing  the 
natural  and  human-made  worlds; 

-  be  able  to  use  the  languages,  models,  symbols,  and  methods  of  mathematics,  science,  and 
technology  with  accuracy  and  in  appropriate  contexts; 

-  know  how  to  conduct  an  inquiry  with  intellectual  honesty,  objectivity,  and  discipline,  as 
well  as  respect  for  others  and  the  environment; 

-  know  how  to  analyse  and  evaluate  their  own  views  and  those  of  others; 

-  understand  and  appreciate  the  contributions  of  Canadians  and  others  to  mathematics, 
science,  and  technology. 

Understanding  Systems,  Structures,  and  Their  Functions 

Learning  about  systems  and  structures  enables  students  to  understand  the  world  as  a  whole  by 
exploring  its  interconnected  parts.  Important  topics  include:  products  and  the  processes  of 
their  creation;  patterns  and  aesthetics  and  their  application;  and  adaptability,  interdependency, 
and  health.  Important  skills  and  activities  include  numeracy,  discrimination,  seriation,  sorting, 
estimating,  and  designing,  creating,  and  testing  processes,  systems,  and  products. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  know  how  to  use  safely  a  variety  of  technologies,  materials,  and  tools  to  conduct  inquiries 
and  to  design,  build,  and  report  on  processes,  systems,  and  products; 

-  bring  creative  and  critical  thinking  skills  and  a  disciplined  approach  to  the  processes  of 
inquiry,  problem  solving,  and  design; 

-  understand  and  be  able  to  use  a  variety  of  concepts  and  skills  associated  with  natural, 
human,  numerical,  and  spatial  systems  and  processes; 

-  be  able  to  create,  analyse,  and  evaluate  physical  products,  human  technological  processes, 
and  environmental  systems; 

-  be  able  to  identify  and  describe  aesthetic  qualities  in  systems,  objects,  products,  and 
environments  and  incorporate  such  qualities  into  their  own  designs  and  creations. 

Investigating  Interrelationships  and  Change 

Natural  and  human-made  environments  exist  in  dynamic  relationship  to  one  another.  The  links 

that  exist  between  systems  and  structures  mean  that  changes  occurring  in  one  area  of  life 
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affect  many  other  areas.  Awareness  of  this  interdependency  helps  students  to  see  the 
relevance  of  mathematics,  science,  and  technology  to  social,  economic,  political,  and 
environmental  issues  and  concerns.  Students  learn  about  interrelationships  and  change  as  they 
investigate  causes  and  their  effects  through  the  application  of  inquiry  skills.  They  learn  to  use 
the  concepts  of  pattern,  interconnection,  balance,  and  variety  to  understand  and  describe  the 
conditions  and  processes  that  shape  natural  and  human-made  environments. 

General  Learning  Outcomes 
Students  will: 

-  understand  the  ways  in  which  mathematics,  science,  and  technology  are  interconnected; 

-  understand  that  mathematics,  science,  and  technology  do  not  exist  in  isolation  but  shape 
and  are  shaped  by  a  variety  of  societies  and  cultures; 

-  know  how  to  explain  and  evaluate  relationships  between  humans  and  the  environment; 

-  demonstrate  concern  for  living  things  and  ecosystems; 

-  be  motivated  to  play  their  part  in  preserving  and  enhancing  the  environment; 

-  see  the  relationship  between  their  own  knowledge  and  abilities  and  possible  career 
opportunities  in  the  fields  of  mathematics,  science,  and  technology  and,  where  appropriate 
or  necessary,  question  occupational  stereotypes  related  to  gender  or  background. 

Inquiring,  Reasoning,  and  Reporting 

To  engage  in  mathematical  reasoning,  scientific  inquiry,  and  technological  design  and 
production,  students  need  to  develop  effective  reasoning  and  communication  skills.  Students 
develop  these  skills  through  individual  and  group  activities  that  require  them  to  gather, 
evaluate,  and  select  information  and  report  their  findings. 


General  Learning  Outcomes 

Students  will: 

-  be  motivated  to  ask  questions,  seek  answers,  and  communicate  results; 

-  know  about  and  be  able  to  use  a  variety  of  methods  to  gather  and  analyse  information, 
make  inferences,  draw  conclusions,  and  make  and  communicate  informed  decisions; 

-  be  able  to  use  appropriate  information  technologies  in  the  collection,  storage,  processing, 
and  communication  of  data; 

-  be  able  to  apply  appropriate  methods  of  inquiry  and  design  to  investigate,  analyse,  and 
resolve  issues  related  to  the  natural  and  human-made  environments; 

-  know  about  and  be  able  to  use  a  variety  of  problem-solving  strategies; 

-  be  able  to  implement  decisions  responsibly  and  evaluate  the  results  critically. 
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PART  IV 


Learning  Outcomes  for 
Grades  3,  6,  and  9 


General  outcomes  for  each  core  program  area  were  identified  in  Part  III.  Part  IV  contains 
more  specific  learning  outcomes  to  be  achieved  in  each  core  program  area  by  the  end  of 
Grades  3,  6,  and  9. 

In  all  four  core  program  areas,  the  specific  outcomes  are  preceded  by  the  general  outcomes  to 
which  they  relate.  (For  ease  of  reference,  the  general  outcomes  are  numbered  and  set  in 
boldface  type.) 

The  specific  outcomes  for  the  Arts,  Self  and  Society,  and  Mathematics,  Science,  and 
Technology  are  organized  under  the  various  components  of  each  area.  As  pointed  out  in 
Part  III,  the  components  of  these  program  areas  are  interrelated;  they  are  separated  only  for 
the  purpose  of  defining  outcomes. 

The  specific  outcomes  for  Language  are  organized  as  follows: 

a)  The  outcomes  for  first-language  learning  are  listed  under  “Reading”,  “Writing”,  and 
“Listening  and  Speaking”.  It  should  be  stressed  that  these  are  interrelated  language  skills, 
and  this  organization  of  the  language  outcomes  is  not  meant  to  imply  that  they  are  to  be 
developed  separately.  Rather,  the  intention  is  to  demonstrate,  as  clearly  as  possible,  how 
each  of  these  skills  contributes  to  overall  language  development. 

b)  The  outcomes  for  second-language  learning  are  listed  under  “Listening”,  “Reading”, 
“Speaking”,  “Writing”,  “Cultural  Understanding”,  and  “Language-Learning  Awareness”. 
Specific  outcomes  are  not  provided  for  Grades  3,  6,  and  9;  instead,  all  the  specific 
outcomes  are  listed  for  each  of  these  skill  areas  under  five  stages,  which  represent  a 
cumulative  development  in  proficiency. 

Although  many  of  the  specific  outcomes  are  presented  in  a  sequential  manner  for  Grades  3,  6, 
and  9,  some  topics  or  activities  are  not  appropriate  for  all  three  grades;  in  such  instances,  an 
outcome  is  given  only  for  those  grade  levels  for  which  it  is  appropriate.  Also,  the  specific 
outcomes  in  Self  and  Society  are  not  presented  sequentially  for  Grades  3,  6,  and  9  because  a 
developmental  progression  from  one  level  to  the  next  is  not  always  appropriate. 
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in  each  general  language  outcome  reflects  the  integrated  nature  of 
language  learning.  Language  proficiency  involves  a  broad  cluster  of 
dynamically  interrelated  abilities  rather  than  a  series  of  discrete  skills. 
Although  discrete  skills  and  strategies  have  been  identified  for  reading, 
writing,  and  listening  and  speaking,  it  is  important  for  assessment  to  focus 


Outcomes  for  First-Language  Learning 
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be  able  to  adjust  reading  rate  and  style  (skimming, 
scanning,  careful  reading)  according  to  the  purpose 
for  reading 
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use  electronic  media  to  share  ideas,  experiences, 
and  feelings  with  others,  including  people  of  other 
cultures,  and  examine  issues  from  different 
perspectives 
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be  able  to  select  material  appropriate  to  their  be  able  to  select  independently  material  appropriate  be  able  to  select  independently  material  appropriate 

learning  needs  from  a  range  of  sources  to  their  learning  needs  from  a  variety  of  sources  to  their  learning  needs  from  a  wide  variety  of 

sources 
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understand  and  appreciate  the  importance  of  having  understand  and  appreciate  the  importance  of  having 

access  to  a  variety  of  sources  of  information  (e.g.,  access  to  and  consulting  a  variety  of  sources  (e.g., 

texts,  computer  databases)  texts,  computer  databases,  and  other  materials)  to 

obtain  information  about  a  particular  content  area 
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use  reading  to  develop  spelling  ability  (at  this  stage,  use  reading  to  develop  their  spelling  ability  (e.g.,  to  use  reading  to  develop  their  spelling  ability  (e.g.,  to 

develop  awareness  of  the  visual  patterns  in  words)  increase  their  knowledge  of  roots,  letter  clusters,  increase  their  knowledge  of  roots,  letter  clusters, 

variant  endings,  and  affixes )  variant  endings,  and  affixes) 
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understand  and  appreciate  the  role  of  standard  understand  that  oral  language  must  be  coherent  and  value  meaningful  and  effective  oral  communication 

language  forms  in  effective  oral  communication  specific  to  communicate  meaning  effectively  to  and  understand  the  importance  of  adapting  oral 

others,  and  value  coherence  and  specificity  in  oral  language  to  the  needs  of  listeners,  and  to  the 
communication  context,  in  order  to  communicate  effectively 
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understand  that  rereading  deepens  and  extends  their 
insight  into  the  meaning  of  a  text,  and  reread  to 
clarify  initial  impressions  and  locate  and  state  main 
ideas  and  supporting  details 
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proposing  and  considering  alternative  solutions  elicit  a  variety  or  perspectives  and  responses 

propose  and  discuss  alternative  solutions 
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Educators  using  the  stages  of  proficiency  for  programs  in  English  as  a  -  Students  in  extended  French  programs  can  be  expected  to  achieve  the 

second  language  and  Actualisation  linguistique  en  frangais  must  keep  in  second-language  outcomes  described  in  Stage  Three  after  1500  hours 

mind  the  ultimate  goal  of  these  programs  -  to  enable  students  to  of  instruction  by  the  end  of  Grade  9. 

participate  as  quickly  and  as  fully  as  possible  in  the  common  curriculum 

and  to  achieve  its  expectations  in  all  areas,  including  those  stated  for  first  -  Students  in  immersion  French  programs  can  be  expected  to  achieve 
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and  as  it  is  spoken  in  Ontario  or  between  formal 
and  colloquial  Canadian  English 
-  participate  in  unrehearsed  conversations  with 
peers  and  the  teacher  on  familiar  topics  of 
personal  relevance 
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—  be  able  to  create  a  very  short,  coherent  Stage  Four  -  with  some  assistance  from  others,  be  able  to 

composition,  dialogue,  script,  report,  or  poem  on  In  addition  to  demonstrating  competence  in  the  complete  effectively  and  appropriately  all  second- 

a  familiar  topic  of  personal  relevance  writing  skills  acquired  during  Stages  One,  Two,  and  language  writing  activities  at  school  and/or  work 

-  be  able  to  make  notes  on  or  transcribe  a  short  Three,  by  the  end  of  Stage  Four  students  will: 

paragraph  or  dialogue  that  is  dictated  _  a^e  tQ  wjth  some  grammatical  or 
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know  which  school  activities  are  activities  in  the  understand  that  the  arts  have  many  aspects  of  form  demonstrate  understanding  of  those  components  of 

arts  in  common  the  arts  that  are  specific  to  dance,  drama,  music, 

and  the  visual  arts,  and  those  that  are  common  to 
all  the  arts,  and  use  this  knowledge  as  a  basis  for 
choosing  subsequent  studies  in  the  arts 
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demonstrate  an  awareness  that  cultural  traditions  demonstrate  an  awareness  that  cultural  traditions  demonstrate  an  awareness  that  social  conditions  can 

can  be  preserved  and  modified  through  works  of  art  can  be  preserved  and  challenged  through  works  of  be  portrayed  and  viewed  critically  in  works  of  art 

art  and  that  styles  of  artistic  expression  may  reflect 

widespread  changes  in  attitudes 
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use  knowledge  gained  from  studying  past  events  to 
understand  contemporary  trends  and  develop 
informed  hypotheses  about  possible  future 
developments 
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understand  and  follow  the  procedures  necessary  to  detect  biases,  omissions,  and  distortions  in  inquiries  understand,  value,  and  follow  procedures  that  will 

ensure  an  honest  investigation  or  inquiry  and  learning  materials  and  understand  and  follow  ensure  the  honesty  and  integrity  of  an  inquiry  and 

procedures  that  will  ensure  the  honesty  and  integrity  be  able  to  explain  why  these  qualities  are  important 
of  3n  inquiry  in  scientific  <md  technological  investigations 
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relationships  in  their  own  environment,  the  of  figures  and  to  recognize  and  create  patterns  and  relationships  by  investigating  two-dimensional, 

properties  of  the  objects  in  it,  their  designs  three-dimensional,  and  transformational  geometry 

interrelationships,  and  the  effects  of  motion 
geometry 
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observe  and  describe  weather  conditions  and  observe  and  describe  a  variety  of  weather  investigate  weather  and  climatic  variations  and 

seasons  and  the  effects  of  weather  on  our  daily  conditions,  ways  of  predicting  the  weather,  and  the  conditions,  explain  those  variations  and  conditions, 

lives  (e.g.,  use  simple  tools  to  make  observations  effects  of  weather  and  seasons  on  their  lives  and  the  relate  them  to  environmental  challenges,  and 

about  the  weather)  environment  (e.g.,  design,  construct,  and  use  a  suggest  solutions 

variety  of  simple  weather  instruments) 
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aesthetic  qualities  of  objects  in  their  immediate  and  reactions  to  the  aesthetic  qualides  of  judgements  about  the  aesthetic  qualities  of  objects, 

natural  and  human-made  environment  (e.g.,  texture,  manufactured  and  natural  objects,  systems,  ideas,  systems,  ideas,  and  environments 

lustre,  colour,  function,  proportion,  harmony)  and  environments 
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change  the  immediate  environment  (e.g.,  variety  of  environments  (e.g.,  in  forestry,  fishing,  negative  effects  of  technologies  on  environments 

thermostats;  snow  ploughs;  building  projects;  old  building,  mining,  and  food  production;  in  electrical-  and  societies 

and  new  types  of  tools;  kitchen  utensils  and  energy  production;  for  conservation  and 

appliances;  transportation  methods)  environmental  protection ) 
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environment;  technology  and  its  influence  on  food  preserving;  sewer  and  storm  drainage  systems;  poisoning,  reduced  food  production,  i 

production;  technology  in  local  conservation  housing  projects;  recycling  systems;  conservation  animal  species;  rain-forest  depletion ) 

practices  and  environmental  protection  projects;  practices) 

technology  that  assists  physically  challenged 
people) 
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identify  and  imitate  positive  environmental  activities  identify  positive  environmental  activities  and  describe  several  environmental  values  they 

observed  in  their  school  and  community  explain  their  contribution  to  sustainability  (e.g.,  personally  hold  and  explain  how  they  apply  these 

reducing,  reusing,  recycling,  rehabilitation,  values  in  everyday  life 

restoration,  energy  conservation) 
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gardens,  tree  planting,  nest-box  construction,  restoration  projects  in  co-operation  with  community 

wildlife  habitat  enhancement,  environmental  clean-  groups,  conservation  authorities,  or  government 
up)  ministries) 
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D.  Inquiring,  Reasoning,  and  Reporting 

By  the  end  of  Grade  3,  students  will:  By  the  end  of  Grade  6,  students  will:  By  the  end  of  Grade  9,  students  will: 
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